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In accordance with K^CV Directive Kunbe-r 335-8, the following report 
is submitted. 

173D AIKBOHNS BRIG/J)S (SSP.'JL'tTB) 0PSR.LTI0N "CRD3" 

1»   GÖraR/Ui»    On 8 January 1966 the 173d Am Bdc- (Scp; terminated a 
successful Operation "hAIUUDSH" along the Oriental River in jiau I'ghia 
Province and moved directly into the largest U.S. operation thus far 
conducted ia Vietnam.    "CRIlj?", aj the operation was named, was a cassive 
attack by air and land to strike at tho veiy heart of the Viet Cong 
machine in Southern RVN.   Tho notorious "HOBO VÜ0DS" Region in 3inh 
Duong Province, just West of the fabled "JROl* TRLiNGIE" was believed 
to hold the Politico-Military headquarters of tho Viet Cong Militaiy . ■ 
Region 4«   The objective of Oporation "CRIMP", was to find eni destroy 
or capture all personnel, equipment, and intelligence material of this 
headquarters (See Inolosure 1, Operations Overlay).. 

The 173d Abn Bde (Sop) end 3rd bdo, 1st Inf Div, with numerous 
artillery and other supporting elements wero jointly employed in tho 
Area of Operations (AO) to accomplish the mission.   Tho operation was 
directed by MaCV and tho 1st Inf Div was tho controlling headquarters. 
Brig. Gen. Ellis Vf. Williamson is the reporting officer for this report. 
The Task Organization end Task Force Commanders for the operation wero 
as follows« 

'».   Task Force l/503d - Lt. Col. TVlor 
Ist Dattalion (Airborne;, 503d Infantiy 
One (l) RRU Team 
One (l) FAC Toem 
One (l) Engineer Squad 

y 

b. Task Faroe 2/503d - Lt. Col. Dexter 
2nd Battalion (Airborne), 503d Infantry 
One (l) RRU Team 
One (l) Fi»C Team 
One (l) Engineer Squad 

Ta^ 

turf/ 

F?rco I/RAR - Lt. Col. Proeoo .    .     ■, 
let Battalion, Royal Australian Regiment 
One (irRRD Team 

.   One (l) VJi Tooa 
Hjf,  ',■ , :> .     ■ f •     ■ DOvflfGaiJ)S AT 3 YEAR BTEÜVALS 
•*'     '•'" ■ toCL*SSiriED AiTKK 12 YRi'-^ 
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d,   Taak Poroo 3/519 - !♦• Col. Suxut 
3d Battalion (Airborne), 319th ürtille^ 
105 Slald Batteiy, RU - •  • 
161st Artillaiy Battc^r, (ENZA) 
"A" Datteiy, 8/6 Artillery (155BIII) 

0*   Taek gorco Support - Capt Dunlop 
D Company, 16th Amor 
Prince of Wales Li^it Horse Trcop (PWIli) (-) 
175d Engineer Company (-) 
Australian Engineer Troop (-) 
173d Headquarters and Headquarters Company (-) with iiTO 
Liaison Team 

" Icrward Logistical Operations Center (LOG) with Combat 
Trains of Assault Battalions 

f. Task Force E/l7 - Capt Maore 
~ Troop I, 17th Cavalry 

APC riMMt   (PWLH) 
One (l) Engineer Squad 
Artilloxy advance Party 

g. Task Force Rear - Lt. Col. Staigers 
173d Support Battalion 
175d Admin Company 
Hear Betachmonts of all assigned and attached units 

2.    CONCEPT OF OEER/JIONS: 

a.   At 06180CH January 1966 the 173d Abn Bdo (Sep) OPCHD 1-66 
vas published outlining plans for the conduct of Operation "CIiII£"'. 
Although the operation was controlled by the 1st Inf Bivt which 
employed its 3rd Brigade to the South of the 173d Bdo ^0, actions to be 
conducted within the 175d A0 were left to the discration of Brig. Gen. 
Williamson.   Coordination was effected prior to the beginning of the 
operation for all areas of interest.   Baily liaison was accomplished 
during the operation to assure continued close coordination. 

To best accocpiish the mission of driving into the' HCBC Woods 
region to destroy the headquarters of Kilitary liogion 4, the operation 
was conducted in six (6) phases as follows < 

(1) Phase I - Fire support Base moved by motor convey to Position 
GNO, vicinity XI 6123, occupied positions and conducted artilleay 
registrations. 

(2) Phase II - The three (3) assault battalions stc-^ing team B-U) 
THAI (XT 5405) conducted aimobile assaults in rapid succession into LZ 
mass. (XT 646283), LZ APlilL (XT 614261) and LZ Mtf (XC 624288) in that 
order.   Order of units to enter the AO was l/luE, l/503d Inf, end 2/503d 
Inf.   All landing zones wore prepared hy TAC Air, artilloiy and armed 
helicopters. 

(3) Phase III - Upon completion of the oiioobile assmlts, l/RaB 
moved to establish blocking positions to the Horthoast while l/503d Inf 
attacked to the East and 2/503d Inf attacked to tte Southeast toward the 
suspected VC headquarters. 

(4) Phase IV - V503d Inf and 2/503d Inf continued to attack to 
tt» East to kill or capture VC personnel and equipment.   1/luH held in 
Hooking   positions to tho Northeast to prevent escape of VC from 41 KHOK 
SAY vlllsgs (XT 6628) Horth along tho road. 

-0 
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' *■'    (5)   Phase V - All throo assault battalions attacked to the East 
to the Saigon ttivor.   KOTE:   Luring this phase of the operation l/503d 

with Ij/l6th iirnor attached wis ooved to tho Northwest portion of the AO 
and the battalion boundaries within the lide AO.were changed (see Inclosure 
2f New üoundarios). 

(6)   Phaso VI . iledeploynent to liion Uoa Base Canp on order. 

b«   During the operation inv Air Support waa prt/vided by eleven (ll) 
separate units and tactical air support was provided by 2d Air idvision 
(OSaP) (See paragraph 5, Supporting Forces}* 

0.    2nd Brigade, Ist Xnfantjy Bivision retained responsibili-ty of the 
Bion Hoa Air Base which was assuoed at the beginning of Operation "KiBAUBEE 
I" and oaintained one Xnfantjy Battalion en six (6) hour alert thrcushout 

■   'tho operation • 

d.    Prior to B-Boy ponaiasicn was requested and received fron Ist Inf 
Biv for the use of tear gas on Operation "CiuU-IP". 

}.    INTELLIGENCE: I 

a.    Eneqy Situation Prior to Operations   Tho AO for operation 
'   "CliIMP" was believed tc house tho headquarters ccnpl^x for the Saigon- 

1 Cholon-Oia Binh Special Sector Ccnrdttoe.   This cocmittoe was responsible 
V for all Viet Cong activities within the Capital Military Kcgion (^1-4). 

intelligence reports indicated that the coonittoo was conducting nsetings 
in bunkers vicinity XT 630270.   The conplox was reported to be guarded 

" by a Local Force Company 1 with en additional one or two Main Porce     ■   .   . 
Battalions in tho vicinity as on added security neasuro.   Two Kain Fore« 
units» 0763 Kegiaont end 2nd Battalion of Q762 Beginent wore reported to 
have been located near the proposed Brigade AO* 

b*    Enecy Situation Baring Operation >   The SCOSS headquarters waa 
"  not located precisely whore intelligence had indicated; howevor, the 

complex was discovered to be located to the oast in tho populated 
area.    The Brigade uncovered and destroyed the majority of the 

.headquarters complex of the Saigon-Cholon-Gia Binh Special Sector 
<     Committee*   The complex was housed in an intricate, well constructed 

series of tunnels extending fron the vicinity XT 6327, Northwest to vie 
XT 6330*   The VC forces osgogod ranged from individual snipers to forces 
of company size, fighting from well constructed camouflaged fighting 
positions built as extensions to the tunnel systems.   The VC company 
sized force was confirmed to bo tho C506th local Force Con^iny.    Kany 
smaller sized security elements were contacted throughout the AO.   The 
apparent mission of these units was to delay tho Brigade and provide , 
time for evacuation of equipnent, documents, and whatever Committeo 
personnel were present in the area.    Information received from VCC 
revealed that the operation was conducted just prior to the comittee's 
scheduled monthly mooting.   It can be assumed that the operation achieved ' 
tactical surprise from the quantity of weapons and documents capturod* 
Some of the significant document finds included) the VC ceasefire 
strategy for the forthcoming "TET" holiday, plans and maps of U.S. 
installations in Saigon-Cholon area to bo used as possible targets, 
rosters of various sections, lists of Comunist Party monbers, etc. 
A total of 71500 documents wore located within this headquarters complex«» 

c*    Fortifications:   The fortification system within the AO was the 
most extensive and intricate one the Brigade has encountered.   It 

' included mutually supporting trenches« and bunkers, and a caza of multi,- 
lovel tunnels, some of which were constructed of steel and concrete» 
These tunnel« were protected by comand detonated claymore type mines 

■ 
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and tho apprcfvchca and entrnnoos wore heavily 'boo'by-trapped.   Many of the 
trench «ystens woro oapablo of acoonodating a VC battalion.   Tho tunnela 
bad been oonatruotod over on extondod period of tino and were not 
vulnerable to artilloiy and air atrikea—except for direct hita..Thcy wore 
of such great. lengths and contoi nod so nany entrances that cocplcte 
destruction would require lar^o nunbera of troops at least one nonth using 
feroat ooounta of riot control agents and dcaolitions. 

Terrain idifvlysiat   Tho terrain within the brigade AO was flat with the 
exception of the eastern portion where the ground drops off to tho Saigon 

' " '        Idver.   This eastern portion of the aO includes one hill sass (XT 6527) which 
oooinates the surrounding area.   The southern half of tho äO is covered 

'*'    prinarily with Jungle, while the northoxn half is noatly rundown rubber 
"   plantation.   The eastern strip cf the AO bordering tls  Saigon hivcr is 

continuous paddy land.    The area innodiately vrest of this strip of paddy 
'land is conposed of populated area, dense wooded sections, and family plots 
bordered by ifcnso tree lines« 

•-   •; 
Knal Analysis«   Tho operation confimod the fact that tho area as prc- 

:> ' viously reports stated housed tho Snigcn-Cholon-Cin, i/inh Spocial Sector 
Headquarters.   The nunerous SP^ii and liKU EuZJS reports indicated heavy VO 

.  <; oonoentrationi north and northwest of the Srigado T^OIi.    Saall VC security 
eleoonta con inucd to snipe at friendly personnel and aircraft during tho 
entire oporat' ^nt indicating that the local populace is thoroughly 
indoctrinated and extronoly dodicatod to the VC cause. 

4.    EXECUTIONt 

a.   IWtey (8 January 1966) - Operation "CHIMP" coanenced at 
08053011 January 1966 when Task Force K/17 began clearing the route for the 
Brigade not or oonvpy to tho HCiDO Woods Begion (See Inclosuro 3, Strip Map). 
At O71730H E/17 had displaced to vicinity /2 603107 in preparation for tho 
early noming move of 8 January.   Two (2} companies of tho iäSS 38th 
Itcngcr Battalion wore used to secure the route of narch fron Jao Trai 
(XP 5405) to tho now B/17 position.   At 080600h the nain body of tho 
Urigado cenvpy (TP 3/319 and TF Supixjrt) departed Bao Trai.   The 
oonvpy moved to tho new Brigade Bosa vicinity /S 611235, closing at 
O6IOI5H with no contact.   The entire novo was covered closely by r.ir- 
bomo PAC's, TAC air cap and nrnod holico^ters.   .irtvanoo coordination 

•   had boon offoctsd ". with 1st Inf i^iv, to allow the 173d i-bn nie,   . 
3rd Bde, and 1st Idv fire uu^i.ort units to utilize the scne road 
network into tho Operational ü-ea.   Additionally tho road covonont 
was ti&od to pomit units to novo to tho forward troop safety linit 
as 3-52 Bonbers conducted a nassivo i-rostrike in tho area of operations. 
Innediately uixm arrival in tho now brigade Baso tho artillery 
units conducted registrations and prepared to support the assault 
battalions. 

Conncnoing at 08093011, after a forty-five ninuto preparation by 
TaC Air, artillery and amed helicopters, II l/RAK conducted a holiborno 
assault Into 12 MAiCCH.   The assault helicopters received- cnall cms 
fire during the landing and l/iudi oncuuntored light enc^y rcsistanoo 
to the East and West of tho LZ.   By 081005K all l/iiAU troops wero on the 
ground, the Iä was secured and l/kuii novod to occupy blocking positions 
and await the landing of l/503d Inf and ?/503d Inf.    Ibllowing pre- 
parations by TAG Air, artillery and araed helicopters, l/503d Inf cade 
its halibome assault on LZ A?HIL at 081200H, followed by 2/503d Inf 
on 12 KAY at 0814300,   Ho contact was cade on the LZ's however ground 
fire was received by the. holioopters on oach assault. 

At 081030H l/iua received snail ams fire fron the Hortheaat 
sad South of their LZ.   The fire was returned and novoccnt into 
•blocldag positions continued.   At 081030K six (6) VC suspects and on« 
naohine gun ware captured In a hut vicinity XT 649264.   «n extensive 

. Ä OA* p 1 ^ £*rn y 



SUiJJECT«   Conbat ü^orations After action Hoi;ort (liiCV/kCS/JJ/32) 

tunnel syston In the sane area was searched and thirty (50) vocen and 
children were discovered and were cvaucuatod froa the bcttlo area,   .uhout 
the sane tine vicinity XT 650281, a dug in casually clearing station was 
discovered which was guaidod hy a VC squad.    I>uring a short fire fight five 
(5) VC were killed«   At 08122Qa hoaiiy contact "was nade with a VC conpaay vio 
XT £55265 which employed small ams, booty traps, coscand detonated nines, 
57oa Keooillosa Rifles and mortars*   during the action, which lasted until 
darkness, l/llaK overran successive VC positions with bunkers and trenches 
in depth.   The VC fou^it a tonaoious battle, obviously in defense of sons- 
thing of great value to then.   During the battle seven (?) VC -..-ere oonfirned 
killed and two (2) rifles and one (l) BAII were captured.   At 0314452 a cache 
of weapons parts» 5000 rounds snail arms annunition, several iui and nortar 
rounds, thirty-five (35) grenades, and nuceroua rifle nagazir.es and 
annunition pouches was discovered vicinity XE  650285«   At 081625^ seventy 
(70) VC suspects wore captured vicinity XC 649286 and ncved out of tho 
battle area»    us darkness fell l/ruut was searching the bunkers end tunnels 
for additional VC personnel and equipuent.    Innediately after conpletion 
of helibome assaults l/503d Inf and 2/503d Inf attacked to surround and 
occupy the objective area, which was tho reported location of tho head- 
quarters of Military iiegion 4.   iiowever, there were no high level VC 
oonaittee personnel encountered nor was there any evidence of an establish^, 
installation in the area,   iuring the attack by l/503d and 2/503d nunerous 
VC suspects and over 400 refugees were encountered.   It should bo noted tbat 
the civilians found in the area ap,eared to be thoroughly indoctrinated and 
synpathetio to tho VC navonont.   ^t Oai440H l/505d disoovcrod two trails 
vicinity XT 618263 and XT 618265, each of which appeared to have been used 
by 60 - 70 bicycles in the past four (4) hours,   «t 0Ö1625H l/503d 
located a platoon position with freshly dug trendies and bunkers and a 
house containing 1000 pounds of rice vicinity XT 630272.   The area 
appeared to have been used as an aid station.   One (l) stretcher and a      ... 
snail anount of nedioine was captured.  'A% O8I625H another trail was 
discovered vicinity XT 639269 leading Jouth with mmbrous fresh 
bicycle tracks*   By the end of the day it was obvious that the target 
was not in tho anticipated area end appeared likely that it was located 
to the North, within the l/uAE A0. 

During the day elonents of 2/l7th Cavaljy, D/l6th Amor and P^IH 
conducted clearing operations around the Dde Uase Position,   «t C31155H 
five (5) VC were engaged vicinity XT 609228 and one (l) was killed, cariy- 
ing a doouncnt case and throe (3) docunonts«   i»t 081335H E/17 located 
a cache vicinity XC 621229 containing 5000 pounds of rice, 60 pounds of 
salt and 60 pounds of fertilizer,    at 0814003 D/l6 discovered two (2) 
hand grenades, miscellaneous nodical supplies and several decuncnts 
in a foxhole vicinity XT 617245.   Contact was nade with a snail VC 
force vicinity XE 605245 at 0814503.   During a short fire fight E/17 
killed two (2) VC. 

In the Dde Base during tho day several caches and entrenched areas wore 
located*   at 0812C5H C/3/319 discovered a tunnel vicinity XE 612241 
containing 1800 pounds of rice, 100 pounds of salt, several doouncnts 
and nunerous enpty 30 caliber and 2Cnn shell casings. A bunker and 
trench systen was Icroated vicinity XE 6I6241 with automatic weapons 
positions.   At 0815553» C Battery discovered JOOO pounds of rice vio 
XT 610244«   Approxinately one dozen (12) helicopters received hits 
fron ground fire on D-Day fron areas in tho Bde aO without loss of 
aircraft or injuiy to personnel.   Artillexy and TaC air was placed on all 
suspected VC locations«   On one occassion an officer observed two sooke 
trails fron the ground to the vicinity of a helicopter, indicating that 
the VC in this area probably enploy some type of portable ground to air  . 
nisaila as was encountered on Operation "KüuJJDSU, I". 
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iiurinß the dny a syotcn wtva oatabliehod ly Ude C-5 porsoimol to evacuate 
as Buch rice as iiossible fron the AO to bo ^iven to local officials for ' 
distribution to neoc|/ facilios. 

iA the end of the D-I)ay all VC elenonts had broken contact and CP 
locations were as follows«   Drige^o CP   - XT 611235 

l/5Ü3d Inf   - XT 637271 
2/5ü3d Inf   - XE 628288 
1/SMX. - XT 648286 

. 3/319 Ariy   - XT 612241 

There was no contact during the night of 8-9 January. 

b.   lM-1 (9 January 1966) - 173d übn Udo (Sep) continued üi)oration 
"CHIMP,, in the EQDO Woods Uogion with two battalions attacking to the East 
toward the Saigon iiivor while the third battalion renained in blocking 
positions to the Northeast. 

l/503d Inf and 2/503d Inf continued the attack to the East, thoroughly 
searching the area of operations,    i/uring the &y only niaor contact was 
aade as nuncroua fortified positions anC caches continued to be located. 
At 09090(Ii 2/503d discovered two caches; one vicinity XC 633272 cor.caining 
400 pounds of fertilizer and ICC pcunds of rice and the sccünd viciniiy 
XT 633279 containing 20C0 pounds of rice.   At Ü9092CH 1/5^3^ ^scovcred two 
trench eystccs, each of which was largo enough to accocodatc a battalion 
size force vicinity XT 638261 and XT 635265.   *-t C91120H   2/503d Inf 
received scall aras fire fron a snail VC force vicinity XT 657275»   The 
area was bit with artillozy fires and searched by 2/503d Inf with no 
further contact«   At C9144CK 2/5050. Inf discovered two huts containing 
appzoxioatuly 25CO pounds of rice with a concrete bunker nearby, vicinity 
XT 654264*   i cache containing approcinatoly 9CC0 pounds of rioo was 
located vicinity XT 656264 at 09153Ca.    curing the day it becano 
apparant that there had been no recent largo scale VC activities in the 
l/503d Inf AÜ and veiy little In the 2/503d Inf LO, 

l/iiAH continued to occupy blocking positions to the Northeast of 
l/503d Inf end 2/%ld Inf and conducted nuncrous patrols in sector to searaii 
for VC personnel and equipaemt.   Intricate nulti-lcvcl tunnel systons 
wore discovered during the dny containing several large weapon caches 
and nuncroua documents which proved beyond doubt that l/hLli was sitting 
on top of the VC Political Headquarters of Kilitaiy kegion 4.   Included 
in the find wore detailed naps of all friendly nilitary installations 
in the Saigon-Cholon-Gia liinh arof., friendly CD of allied forces by 
nans and extonlsvo rosters of U.S. Personnel living in the Saigon area. 
The docunonts indicated that the entire headquarters of the Saigcn- 
Cholon-Gia i/inh Special Zone was located within the Dde nO.    Only two 
tdnor contacts wore nado by the l/xu-ii during the day viJ\ one (l) VC being 
killed and another captured vicinity XT 652288 at C9170CII.   Rive 
weapons and equiiaont caches were captured during the day viciniiy 
XE 649282, XT 651287, XT 654286, XT 652288 and XT 641293 containing 
forty-seven (47) weapons, nany weapons conponento, and over twenty 
thousand rounds of snail anns and crow served weapons aonuniticn.   The 
captured weapons included one (l) 57un aocoiless hiflo, four (4) 12,733 
inti-Alroraft naohine b'uns, two naobine guns and nuncrous individual 
riflos, carbines and suh-naohlne guns* 

At first li^it on Ix-l E/17 Cav with one (l) platoon of ^PC^s fron 
PJIE noved out of the i>do Base to conduct soeroh and clear cjsratiens to 
the Korth.   At O907IOH vicinity XT 608243, E/17 nede contact*with a VC 
squad which was epparant2y planning to aortar the Edo'a Artillery Position», 
The VC fired four U) 60m nortar rounds and aaall axis fir« before 
breaking contact under an aggressive attack by E/17*   The area was hit by 
TAO air and searched by E/17 with no further contact.   At C91250S B/17 
discovered a caoha containing 1C00 pounds of rioo vicinity XE 624258• 

• ■ 
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173d Biglneor Conpany conducted one (l) squad sized Clearing patrol 
during the Doming to tho East of the Ddo Dase.    Caches containing 1C00 
pounds of rice and 20ÜO pounds of rloo respectively were located vicinity 
XT 614226 and XT. 615225 at'0908C0ai   At O9IO45H throe (3) punji pits and    . 
& trench aysten running approxioatoly 700 neters to the Northwest was \ 
disooverod violnily XT 617237. 

D/l6th Amor departed the 'Me Base at O9O8OOH and moved to the 2/y>}i. 
Inf A0 and was attached on arrival.   D/16 assisted in search.operations in 
the 2/30}d Inf A0 during the day and remained vicinity the 2/503d Inf    ■ 
has« during the night. 

Bde helicopters continued to receive ground fire throughout the AO 
during the day.   Counter fires were placed on suspected VC locations in 
all oases.   During the day a total of four hundred and ninety (490) 
Vietnamese were evaucated from the battle area by helicopter.   Of these 
thirty-six (36) were confirmed as VC and 16? were bold is VC suspsots» 
The remainder were evacuated from the battlo area for their safety. 

At the end of Dfl CF locations were as follows«. 
•■■•    l/503d Inf - XT 649265 

'•2/503d Inf - XT 655275 
S/16 Armor - Same as 2/503d Inf 
All Others - No chango 

During the night of 9-10 January VC contact weis reported in all 
areas of the Bde sector.   Attempts were made throughout the ni^it by 
VC squad size forces to probe the l/RAR perimeter.   At 091920H 1/fcAH 
killed two (2) VC and captured one weapon vicinity XT 647235.   iiom    • 
100505H to 100615H l/RAB received sporcdio ncrtar fire with no 
casualties.   Artillery fires were placed on all suspected VC locations. 
l/jOJd Inf and 2/5056. Inf each received sporadic mortar and sniper fire 
throughout tho night with no casualties.   In the Bde Base position at 
100220H, B/3/319th and £/l7th Car received mortar fire and small anas 
fire from the Northwest.   Counter fires were placed on tho suspected 
VC positions, and no further fire was received. 

0.   Th-2 (10 Januaiy 1966) - Tho 173d Abn Bde (Sop) continued 
Operation "CRIMP", conducting numerous scorch patrols in sector to 
locate VC forces, installations and equipment, and repositioned one 
battalion task force to the Northern portion of the Bde AO (si>d Inclosuze 
2)*   During the day permission was granted for use of CS-1 Agent to 
oontaminato tunnels and bunkers which could not be destroyed. 

Commencing at 100730H l/503d Inf conducted ten (lO) platoon sizod 
search and destroy patrols South, Southwest and West of the Bn Base. 
No VC contact was made durin" the morning and the area appeared to have 
had no rficcnt large scale VC activity*   Tho patrols closed back into the 
Bn base by IOI33OH, and l/503d Inf began preparations to move to a new AO. 
J)/l6th Amor was detached from 2/503d Inf and attached to l/503d Inf effeotiv» 
10120CH,   At 1015002 l/503d Inf moved by -^JPC and foot march to an attack 
position vicinity XT 631281.   At 1017002 the load element of l/503d Inf 
engaged a VC company vicinity XT 631284.   After a short fire fight the VC 
broke contact leaving twenty-nine (29) dead behind.   Air and Artillery 
wore used during the contact and again after the VC broke con toot.   Tho 
area waa then searched with no further contact.   l/503d Inf closed into 
its attack position at ICISOOH and began preparations to attack to tho 
North on U Januaiy. 
...-.•• • ■ ' • . ••'    . • •   ' 
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SUBJECT i    Combat Operations After motion Report CMdCV/IlCS/J3/52) 

2/503d Inf conducted ton (10) sq^'.d sized search patrols in sector 
during MM day*   Nunero1 3 doouaonts and soall rice caches wore located hut 
no recently inhabited Vu installations were found.   The only contact of tho 

day ocoured at 100855H when sniper fire was received vicinity XI 633277* 

During tho fey nearly 200 VC suspects and refugees were captured in the 
populated areas along the road vicinity XT 6326 and were evaucated« 

■      l/RiR continued to occupy 'blooking positiono Horlheast of LZ KaHCH 
and conducted platoon sized search patrols in sector*   During thi coming, 
patrols discovered five (3) VC 'bodies, three weapons and nuaorcua blood 
trails in the areas of TC initiated actions during tho night of 9-10 
January.   At 101235H throe (3) VC wero engaged vicini-ty XI 654275*   Ono 
(l)   VC was killed and one (l) autooatic weapon and four (4) grenades were 
captured*    ^.t 101200E a D Conpany patrol killed one Kl) VC vicinity XT 
657260 and at IOI34OH a C Conpany patrol Villod one (l) VC vicini-ty X2 
607287*   Throughout tho day patrols aoatinutd to discover additional 
extensive tunnel and hunker system in ocutor*    One tonnel was discovered 
which contained a well to supply water below ground*    Personnel searching 
the tunnels carried a TJU312 telephone and a roll of coccunications wire 
to allow for reporting of finds in the tunnel and to zxasure depth or 
length of the tunnel.   Dog teams wore also used to search the tunnels* 
Brigade Chonical personnel successfully employed "MIGHTY HITE" (a snail 
hack-pack air compressor which can be used to blew smoke or tear gas 
into the   tunnels) in the tunnel systems in the l/K-JH sector.   At 101020H 
fifty (50) VC suspects wore captured in one of the tunnels with no 
casualties. 

At 100900H E/17 Cavalzy noved out of the Bde base with one platoon 
of APC «j from PWIfl to search the area bounded by grid lines XT 59,3 
on the West, XT 61 on the Bast, 23 on the South and 25.3 on tho North. 
Continuous contact was maintained throughout the day as the task force 
fought a running battle with snipers and small VC forces.   At 101410H 
a VC force was encountered vicinity XC 599255 occupying trenches.   Two 
air atrikes and naasive artillery fires wore placed on the location 
followed by a swoop by E/17 and tho APC'e,    Sixteen (J.6) VC bodies were 
found and it is estimated that at least ^xxty (60) more wore killed.    On 
several occasions tho E/17 connandcr ard tho artillery FO in a helicopter 
above observed bombs and artilleiy rounds land in the midst of groups of VC.., 

On D+2 Bde helicopters continued to rocoivo ground fire from the AO.       * 
However a marked decrease was observed.    At the end of Dt-2 CP locations 
wero as follows 1   TF l/503d Inf - XD 631281 

All Others       - No Change 

d.   D+-3 (11 January 1966) 173<i Abn Bde (Sop) continued Operation 
"CHIMP" with ono battalion attacking to tho North and two battalions 
searching in sector.   Bde units continued to discover elaborate multi- 
lovol tunnul and bunkor ?ystecs thrcughout üie ^0*    Special demolition 
teams wero utilized to destroy the systems and tunnels were contaminatod 
by a pexsistant riot control agent whore dostruction was riot possible. 

At .llOQOOH, TP l/303d Inf jumped off in on attack to the North to seiza 
and dostroy tho fortified area reported vicinity XT 6330.   Kassive 
air and artillcy strikes preceded tho infantry on the objective area. 
C Company and D/l6th Amor nflnouwercid around tho West flank   to blocking 
positions vicinity XE 630304 while A and B Companies attacked to the 
North.    At 11083CH contact was made with five (5) VC vicini-ty XC 659299 
with two VC being captured.   At 11O920H as C Company noved into blockiiig 
positions, a VC squad was engaged which employed snail arms and command 
detonated mines.   At 111045H a platoon sized VC force was contacted vio 
XT 634298 in a well prepared trench system.   All l/SW element» continued 
to press forward bohiad a wall of artillery and TAG air Sires.   By mjflfli 
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SUBJECT i   Conbat Operations After Action Report (M/XV/RCS/J3/32) 

all units were in contact witli an estinatod VC cospany which fought 
porsistantly fron a well developed trench, bunker and tunnel systen. 
The entire area was heavily booby trapped and Dined, including co—and 
detonated olaynore type nines.   By 111230H l/503d Inf had ooapletcly 
over run the VC positions*   I>uring the battle, Bdc Chonical personnel 
ectployed flano throwers against the VC bunkers and trenches.   This 
was the first tine Bdo eleoonts had utilized the flar» thrower against 
VC forces.   During the afternoon l/503d Inf conducted a ^ystcnatio search 
of the conplex tunnel and bunker systen.    Seven (?) VC bodies were 
located and equipnent and blood trails indicated that at least thirty 
(30} others were killed.   Twelve (12) weapons and nvunorous docunonts 
were captured. 

l/RaR continued to search in sector utilizing nuccrous soall patrols. 
At 110900a one (l) VC was killed vicinity XC 645286.   At lllOJOE sniper 
fire was received vicinity XE 648278.    l/KAR swept thrsugh tho position' 
hut no further contact was nado.    A cache contair. ing fifteen (15)  tons 
of rice was discovered in the area.   At 111110H tup concrete trap doors 
woro discovered vicinity X$ 654286 which opened into si ether intricate 
tunnel systen*   Throughout the day l/RAR continued to find docuneats and 
equipnent which verified that they were in tho SCGDSZ headquarters* 
Three typewriters, two tape recorders and a duplicating nachine wore 
found in a hidden chanber of one tunnel systen. 

^503d Inf continued to sweep toward the Southwest edge of the   Bdo AO» 
Kunerous tunnels continued to be discovered, searched and then destroyed 
or oontaninatod.   At 110855H a VC sqi-id was engaged vicinity XT 658277» 
Two VC were killed and one (l)   14-1 Rifle and one Chicon Subnachino Gun 
were captured*   At 111310H a weapons cache was discovered in a tunnel'  ' 
vicinity XT 656271 which contained six (6) Chicon Carbines, three (3} 
Model 93 Kaiser Rifles, 25 pounds of docunents and 100 rounds of snail 
art» amunition. 

E/l7th Cavalry with seven (7) ^PC's fron PWIfl attached conducted 
search and clear operations in the Western portion of the Bde AO as 
far North as XT 605295.   At 1108150 a trench cysten was located vio 
XT 615269 containing four (4) hand grcnados.    At 111245H a. cache 
containing nine (9) tons of rice was diaoovored vicinity XT 592265. 
The T? closed back into the Bde Base prior to darkness with no contact. ' 

During the dry Bde units utilized "Ciy Baby" and "Mighty Mite" to 
flush VC and Viotnanese refugees fron the oany tunnel systecs in the 
Bde AO,   At 111235H fifty-eight (58) perscnnol were captured fron one 
ayetoa vicinity XT 642299 hy l/503d Inf*   Tho üustralian Engiaoer Troop 
worked in the l/RiR sector and Bdo Chonical personnel worked in l/503d 
Inf and S^503ä Inf sector.   A total of over 600 VC, VC «uapacts and 
rofugoes were evacuated fron tho AO on Dt-3* : 

At the end of the day C? locations were as follows t 
.,    T? 1/503<1 Inf - XT 641298 

All Othors       - No Change ■ , 
• •      . • • • , ' '    ' ; ■■.,■,- 

At 112000H A/ö/6 Artillery received sniper fire fron vicinity XC      ;'. . 
6O6237*   The fire was rotumod, and upon investigation of tho area a  . 
blood stainad pistol belt and seven (7) grenades were found* 

' • 
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SOBJBCPJ   Codbat Operations After Action Beirrt (Mi».CV/RCS//3/32; 

e.   I>f4 (12 Jamiajy 1966) - Operation "CRIMP" continued In the HOBO 
Vooda Region with Bde cloaonts searching and destroying or oontaninating 
tunnel and bunker systems in sector and contacting VC forces up to squad size. 

l/503d Inf conducted platoon sized search patrols in areas surrounding 
the Bn base and onoountorocl sporadic sniping and "nortax fire throughout tho 
day.   The entire area was heavily booby trapped with lOJca rounds hanging 
fron trees which wore comand detor^tcd.   At 121130H a trench eystoa 800 
ootors long with two connand bunkers was discovered and at 1811458 one (l) 
U.S. 1903 Riflo and throe (?) Chicon Carbines wero located vicinity XT 
635305.   At 121335H ten (lO) hand grenades and one (l) satchel chargo wero 
discovorud vicinity XT 6403OO.   Later at 121355H throe (3) VC wero killed 
and 80 Chicon hand gronados, 70 rifle grenades, one (l) lypcwritor and 
six (6) hioycles wore oaptuiod vicinity XT 638305«   At the sane tino one 
(l) Chicon Carbine and one (l) pack were discovered in a tunnel' vicinity 
XT 639302.   At 121700K throe (3) Chicon K44 Carbines wore captured in 
a tunnel vicinity XT 632305. 

2/503d Inf continued to search in sector with no VC contact during 
tho day.   At 121145H a cache containing two (2) bags of doouncnts and 
nunorous nodical supplies was discovered vicinity XT 657275«    another 
cache was located vicinity XT 653273 at 121315H ocntaining cno (l) 
Mosin Kagant Rifle, nunorous doouncnts end nisccllancous ncdical supplies. 
Busang the day 5 Conpcny noved a hexd of cattle fron the opörational 
area to vicinity XT 611235 v'here they were turned over to ARVK representatives 
to be returned to refugees fron the operational area.   Ät 12122CH ton' 
(lO) VC were engaged in a trench vicini-ty XT 64624s.   The VC were hit by 
amed helicopters,   followed by a sweep by B Conpsay.   Three (3) VC 
wero killed and tho rest withdrew.   The cattle drivo then continued. 
After conpletion of the drive B Con;>?.ry returned to the Bde base 
position for the night. 

l/KAR continued to search tho nulti-lcvcl tunnel systecs in their AO, 
seizing VC supplies and oquipnent.    Sproadic sniper and oortas firo 
was received during the day.   At 120930H one (l) Russian Jiodel 
1891/30 sniper rifle with scope was discovered vicinity XT 636258. 
At approxinatoly tho sane tine one (l) Chicon K-44 Carbine was 
captured vicinily XT 6528.   At 121430H eight (s) VC wore killed 
In a tunnel vicinity XT 6528. 

E/l7th Cav conducted a counted reconnaissance in tho Western portion 
of the Bde AO,   Throe (3) rice caches wore discovered vicinity XT 
6O4235, XE 6O4233, XT 602223 containing over 6,000 pounds of rice. 
Ko contact was nade by E/l.7 dw-ing the d^. 

On B+4 over 300 VC suspects and refugees wore evaucated fron tho AO, 
Bdo holiooptcra continued to receive ground fire, altbcu^i the occuranco 
has boon greatly reduced since B- Bry,   All suapcotod VC locations 
continued to bo hit by ortillciy and TJ3 Air, 

CP locations did not change on B+4,    Several contacts wore reported 
by Bde units during tho ni^it,   iit 122155H l/503d Inf roported a 
eeoondaiy explosion resulted fron Htl fires vicinity XT 636503,   A l/503d 
Inf outpost killed ono (l)   VC vicinity XT 641299 a-t 122155H, 
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f.   I>t5 (I? Januaqr 1966) - .173d Abn Bde (Sep) continued Operation 
"CRIM?", conplotiag destruction of previously diecovered trenches, bunkers» 
and tuiuiel'^stens snd .oontaninating tunnels vrLth a persistent riot 
control Agent when destruction was not practicable* 

l/503d Znf conducted four (4) platoon si sod search snd destroy patrols 
In sector end continued to search, destroy end oonteninate tunnels previously 
discovered*   During the noming a cache was discovered vicinity XC 644294 
oenteinlne 3^ tons of rice.   At 131215H a new hunker end tunnel systcn wa» 
discovered vie XT 6I43OO which contained tunnels on six (6) separate levels* 
The Bdo special denolition tean was enployed to destroy the conplex.   At 
131510E c'/l/503i engaged a VC platoon vicinity XT 639294 which enployed 
autoratio weapons and nortars*   Artilleiy fires were irmedlately brought 
to bear on the VC position.   The airborne FAC observed the VC nortar 
firing and placed en air strike on the position, using napaln and 
honbs*   All ordnance was on target, with an cstimted 20 VC killed* ■ 
After supporting fires had noved ecroos the VC positions, C/l/505d iwe-)J 

through with no further contact.   Ten (lO) VC bodies were loft by the 
retrcEting platoon. 

At 131300H I>/l6th Amor was detaishcd fron l/503<l Inf ani noved hack 
to the Bdo base position.    In route a .cache containing 1000 poweda of 
rice was discovered vicinily XT 615272*     . ( 

2/503d inf continued to search end destroy tunnel syatons In 
sector using platoon size patrols*   At 15073OH One (l) VC surrendered 
to 2/503d Inf vicinity XP 647275*    One (l) VC body vna discovered ' • ; ;, 
vicinity the river XT 659227*    Clothing had been stripped fron the    •'.  ,. 
bod}**   ünother body was discovered at XT 660270*   This VC appeared 
to have been killed by oortar or artilleiy fires several days earlier»   At 
131310H a patrol killed one (l) VC vicinily XT 665262 wearing black   ' 
Jajaoas end a pith helnet*    Comencing at 1308303 B/2/505d Inf was 
extracted fron the Bde base by helicopter and noved to the Bde Base 
at Bien Hoa where they reoained in an alert status until the Bde 
closed in on 14 January 1966* 

l/IUH continued destruction of located VC tunnel syctens snd 
conducted platoon sized search patrols in sector*   At I3050OH one VC 
wearing black pa Janas was killed by an ambush vicinity XT 652289*   At 
13103QH two VC were captured vicinity XT 655235*     . 

During the day E/17 conducted one (l) oounted and one (l) foot 
patrol to the Northwest and Southeast of the Bde Base Position.    At 
1314100 600 pounds of rice was discovered vicinity XT 605245*   Another 
cache at XT 621230 contained five (5) tons of rice*   At I3154CB an 
unoccupied trench was discovered vicinity XT 619234 running approxioatoly 
400 noters to the West* 

On Df5 the oocurance of ground fire against Bde helicopters was greatly 
reduced, indicating effectiveness of the Bdo's search and destroy operation 
and retailtoiy flros on VC snipers» 

At the end of B+5 OF locations wore as follows 1   1/16 Amor - XT 614233 
All Othera • No Change 

During the night the infantry battalions received sporadic sniper and 
nortar fire.   At 13221QS one VC was killed trying to Infiltrate the l/^J/Jl 
porineter.   At 1403000 l/503d Inf captured two (2) VC Inside their perlnetor 
who were wearing gas casks.   The VC had apparently renained hidden la hnloa 
In the'area for several days.   . 
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SUBJECT t   Coaibat Operations After Action Report (MiCV/RCS/J5/32) 

g.   J>+6 (14 Januazy 1966) - On £*£ the 173d Abn Bde (Sep) terminated 
Operation "CRIMP" in the HOBO region and redeployed all units to the Bde 
Base at Bien Eoa ty a combination of helicopter lift and motor convoy. 
Mbvement hegan at I4O8OQH when l/503d Inf vas extracted from LZ JEBRUAIDf 
▼ioinily XT 634307.   The last lift departed the LZ at I40912H.'   l/RAR and 
2/503d Inf were ertraoted from IZ JVJX, vicinily XT 648268, corameuciiig at 
I40945H and completing at 141115H.   HU-l and H-47 helicopters were utilized 
for the extractions.   Troop B/l7th Cavaliy led the returning uotor oonvpy, 
crossing the Start Point vicinity XT 616226 at 14100CH.   The naia body 
began moving at I4IO3OH vith the artillciy remaining in position until 
extraction of the Inf battalions vas completed.   Tho helicopter extraction 
and the motor convoy wore covered by continuous TAG Air support and aimed 
helicopters en station.   Light small arms fire WAS received within the AO 
by the troop cariying helicopters and the motor convoy trail party 
recsived automatic weapons fire at XT 667113«   The fire was returned and 
one (l) 70 was estimated killed»   The motor convoy closed into the Bde 
Base at Bien Hoa at 141430H, tenainating Operation "CRIMP". 

5.    SOPPOHIIHO FORCES; 

a.   Task Foroe 3/319th Artilltuyi 

(1) Size of Force • Three (3) six (6) gun lOJnai howitiror < 
batteries, two (2) four (4) gun 105m batteries and one (l) six (6) 
gun 155am battojy» < 

(2) Eow end When Employed« ; 

(a) Preparation of IZ's "MiRCH", "APRIL" and nmn on • 
8 January 1966.                                                                                                              ,, 

(b) On call missions to Bde, let Inf Biv, and ARVN forces 
from 9-14 Januaiy I966. i 

i 
(0)   Harrassing and Interdiction fires from 8-I4 Janueuy 1966. ; 

(d) Quick reaction fires on VC locations established by 
intelligence elements from 6-14 Januaiy 1966* 

(e) Suppressive fires during extraction on 14 Januaiy I966. 

(3) Results and Effectiveness:   The Bde's artillejy fired 516 
nissiona and 7401 rounds during Operation "CRIMP".   Artilleiy firos were 
veiy effective during XZ preparations end during extraction, reducing VC 
resistance to only light ground fire.   On several occasions during the 
operation air observers observed rounds falling in the midst of VC elements 
and positions, attesting to the excellent results of on call missions* 
Hetalitoiy fires on suspected VC locations woro veiy effectivo.   The 
ocourance of ground fire lessened with each day of the operation.   Artilleiy 
fires were not effective against tho tunnal and bunker systems in the AO 
except in the case of a direct hit. 

(4) Timelinesst   Because of coordination effcotad in the Bde 
lire support Coordination Center between Artilleiy, Army Air, and 
Air Force element«, the timeliness of artilleiy fires was excellent. 
Rapid reaction to enezy intelligence continued to be effected. 

b.   U.S. Air Force: 

(1) Size of Force:   A total of 142 Tactical Air sorties and 
thirty-two (32) Forward Air Controller sorties wore flovn during 
Operation "CRIMP". 

(2) How and When Employed: 

(a)   Convoy cover from Bao Trai to Positiv KdC on 8 
Januaiy 1966. ° .   . 
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(b)    Preparation of LZ's "MüaCK", "APRIL" and "MÜf" on 8 
Jonuaiy 1966« 

(c) Prcplr.--uiod and on call oissions fron 8-I4 January 1966* 

(d) Qjoick-react ion fires on 7C locations established by 
intolligonoe elononts. 

operation* 
(e)    Flare ships were en call at all tines throughout the 

(f) 4n airborne FAC was available at all tines during the 
operation either in the air over the AO or on strip alert at Lai Kho 
(XX 7658).   Ground FAC toans were famished to each infentiy battalion. 

(g) Convoy cover for ictam to 3ien Hoa Base Position on 
14 January 1966. 

(3) Eosults end Effectiveness«   During Operation "CBB?" Air 3brcc 
support was outstending.    Preparations of 1^« s were on target, effectively 
reducing VC resistnnoe to only light ground fire.    On call missions were 
timely with outstanding effect.   On 10 Januaiy bonbs dropped in support 
of S/17 wore seen to fall in the cidst of groups of VC.    On 13 Jejn^ary 
a strike in support of l/^03d Inf destroyed a VC aoztaz position with an 
estiuated 20 VC killed.    No organized VC action was encountered during 
the DOtor convoys.   She ground and airborne FAC's were vczy effective, 
resulting in tinely and accurate fires throughout the operation. 

(4) Tinelineasi    See 5i   b , (3) above. 

(3)   Air Request Net Utilized:   The SOP pre-planned air request 
net was utilized during Operation "CHII^P".    Requests were initiated 
by the oomenders on the gxound and sent to the Brigade Tactical Air 
Control Group (TAGS) by the ground F-C or through the Airborne SAC. 
The request was then relayed to the III Corps Direct Air Support 
Center.   On occasion oissiona were generated at Bde level based on 
intelligence infomation.   If a nission was requested when TAG air 
end the Airborne FAC were both airborne, no further coordination was 
required and the strike was conducted. 

(6)   Air-Ground Marking Systen:    In all eases targets for 
TAG air äbrikes wore mrked by the airborne FAC using White fhospherous 
rockets. 

0.   Any Airs 

(l)    Size of Ibrce;   During Operation "CRIMP" any air support 
was provided by the following units: 

(a) Conpany A, 82nd Aviation Battalion« ; 

(b) 173d Aviation Platoon. ^ 

(o)    161 Recce Flight (Australian) 

(d)    142th Aviation Battalions 

,1   Conpany A, 501st Aviation Battalion 

2   116th Aviation Conpcny (AM3L DC) 

2   68th Aviation Conpany (AMBL IT) 

4   197th Aviation CoEpany (UTT) 

^   74th Aviation Conpaty (SW DC) 

.' 
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SOBJBOI i    Combat Operations Aftor Action Hcport (M^C7/RCS/J3/32) 

(e) 155th Aviation Conpany (A>BL UC) 

(f) 147th Aviation Conpany (HCPTE MED) 

(g) 73 Aviation Conpany (ÄSL) 

(2)    How and When Enployedt 

(a) Threa (3) holibcme assaults and three (3) extractions 
for a total of 679 sorties. 

(b) Amed helicopter cover for all conveys and close 
in support to ground forces for a total of 292 sorties. , 

(0)    Daily »supply nissions from Bicn Hoa to tho Bdo Base       ; 
and fron the Bde Base to infantry battalions for a total of 622 sorties. 

(d) Connand and Liaison support when requested for a 
total of 193 sorties. 

(e) Radio relay when required for two (2) sorties. 

(f) Modical evacuation flights (does not include 37th 
Modioal Detachment) - 14 sorties. 

(g) Because of the non-availability of an air srip in 
tho operational area rosupply was accomplished oxolusively by xotaiy 
winged aircraft. 

•    (5)    Results and Effectiveness:   During Operation "CBIMP" Arny • 
Aviation flew a total of 1790 sorties in support of tho Bde.   Tho results 
produced were excellent.   All holibcme assaults and extractions were 
executed smoothly.   Rosupply and medical evacuation were accomplished 
when requested with a minimum of time lag.   Radio contact was maintained 
between Bde headquarters and tho ground forces at all times.   Armed 
helicopters support was exocllont, helping to reduce VC resistance during 
the helibomo assaults.   On 12 January armod helicopters flying in support 
of D/3/503 oat tie drive, successfully engaged ten (lO) VC in a trench, 
kllliaf three (3), and enabled B Conpany to accomplish its mission on 
schedule. 

(4)   Tiuelinesst   See 5, 0, (3) above. 

d*   D Company t ^6th Amor and Prince of Vales Light Horse Troop" 
(Australians) 1 

(l)    Size of Ibrooi   Eleven (ll) M-llJ APC's, five (5) M-56 SPOT'S 
and four (4) 4•2" Msrtor APC's from D/l6th Armor 1 aad thirteen (13) W-llJ 
APC's from EUIH. 

How and When Employedi 

(a)   Convoy security from Bao Trai to Position KH.'G en 8 

(2) 

Januaxy 1966. 

(b)   Perimeter security of Position UNO from 8-I4 January 1966. 

(c) BrflH combined with B/l7th Cavalry to conduct daily 
search and clear operations around the Dde Base position. 

(d) D/l6th Ajsor attached to 2/503d Inf on 9 Januaay for 
armor/infantry operation. 
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SUBJEOT«    Conbat Operations After .Action Report (RCV/RCS/J3/32) 

(0)   D/l6th Amor was detached fxon 2/503d Inf and attached 
to l/503d InT on 10 January to participate in tho l/jOJd laf attack to 
the North. 

(f) D/l6th Amor detached fron l/503d Inf on 13 January 
and novod back to Bde Base Position« 

(g) Convey eoouriiy during ■üie rsovo hack to tho Bion Eoa 
Base Position on 14 Januaiy 1966. 

(3) Results and Effectiveness:   Excellent.    The nobility and 
firepower of these units is a doterent to VC attack on Bde convoys or 
positions.   The APC's and SMS operated very well in the terrain of i 
the AO,   No unsuzoountable obstacles wozo encountered.   The corter > 
platoon is a very effective zaobile firo support decent which cen cove | 
right along with the advancing infantry in an attack for closer support* 
The search and clear operations around the Bde Base Position worked 
exceedingly well with nany VC being killed or captured end nuccrous 
rice cachcu being captured.   These operations also helped to prevent 
VC ground or nortar attacks on the Bde 0? area.    Use of Aznor/Ihfan'tiy 
olencnts enabled l/505d Inf to push a fast noving blocking force into 
position before their attack on 11 January» this preventing use of the 
road running to tho Northwest by the VC. 

(4) Tineliness:   NA 

e.   Chemical: 

(1) Size of ibrce:   Chemical supioxt on Operation "CHIW"' was 
provided by tho Bde Chemical Section (includes the 51st Cheoicol Botachmont 
(CBBC)}. 

(2) How and When Employed«   Throughout the operation "Cry Baby" 
(tear gaa grenades) were used by tho ground forces to ferret the VC from 
his bunkers and tunnels,    "Mighty Kite" and flaae throwers were used as     —r. 
follows I 

(a) 8 Januaiy 1966 - "MiGhiy Mite" was used in support of 
3/319th Artillery to search numerous bunkers, trenches and short tunnels 
connecting huts and bunkers in tho Northwestern portion of Position KIIvS. 
The average tunnel length was twenty (20) meters. 

(b) 9-11 Januaiy 1966 - "Mighty Mite" was used In support of 
l/BAR to search and clear the massive tunnel system discovered in its AC. 
HC Smoke and CS grenades wore used in conjunction with "Mighty Jäte".   After 
contamination of tunnels, "Mighty Mite" was used to force air back into 
the tunnels so that friendly troops could search them. 

(o) 11 January 1966 - A flame thrower was used in support of 
l/505d Inf attack to the North, to burn out VC elements in bunkers, tunnels 
and spider holes. 

(d) 12-13 January I966 - "Mighty Mite" was used in support of 
l/503d Ini to mop up and clear bunker and tunnel systems in their new AC. 
Some ays*ems wore six (6) levels deep end were concrete reinforced in place«. 

(e) 13 Jonuary 1966 - "Mighty Mite" was used to search 
extensive tunnel system in 2/503d Inf AO. 
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SUBJECT»   Combat Operations After Action Report (KiCV/ECS/J3/32) 

(f)   In all casos whore destruction of tunnels was not 
possible, CS-1 agent was used to contaninate the systea.    This was 
aoconplished by placing a bag of CS-1 on a pisoe of detonating cord 
between oratoring charges inside the tunnel«   Uhon the charges were set 
off, the powder was forced through tho tunnel aystecu 

(j)   Results and Effectiveness>   Excellent.   The use of riot 
control agents to ferret 7C and even friendly Victaaceso fron burners 
and tunnels saved aany lives during Operation "CHIMPn,   The "Jughty Mite" 
is a voxy effective blower to force the agent into tho voiy depths of the 
tunnels«   EC sooko was also used vciy effectively, often seeping out of 
hidden exits fron the tunnel and thus aiding in the search of the systeos. 
Tunnel systeos that could not be destroyed were contaainated with CS-1 
agent«   It is felt that this agent will effectively negate future use 
of the tunnels by the VC* 

(4) Tinelinossi N/A 

6.   ADMDIiarEilllVE MATTERS 1   During Operation "CHIKP" Udo units wore 
supported fron a forward logistical conplex located at Position EINQ. 
The conplox included supply, transportation, caintenence and aedical 
facilities fron the 173d Support Battalion« . The forward ccnplex was 
rosupplied oxslusivoly by Amy rotazy wing aircraft, lifting supplies 
fxoa the Bde Base at Bion Hoa« 

a«   Supply and Transportation:   A Forward Brigaao Supply Operations 
Center (BSOC) was established in tho Bde Base position.    Representatives 
fron each unit engaged in the operation were located at tho BSOC to 
act on rosupply requests end to assist in preparation of supplies for 
dclivory.   During this operation tho BSOC received 442 tons of supplies 
fron Dien Hoa by 99 H-47 sorties.    Bde units not accessible by ro..^ 
received approxinatoly 130 tons of supplies by HU-1 helicopter« 
Approxinatoly 80 tons of all classes of supplies wore required dally 
to sustain tho Bde Task Force. 

Brigade Infantry Battalions noved to end froc the operational area . 
by helicopter while the roaainder of Bde olenovts noved by aotcr convoy« 
No administrative problcoa were encountered during the operation« 

b«   I4ainteneuice t   Conpany D (Maint), 173d Support Battalion operated 
cechanical, signal and aroancnt oaintcnanco facilities at ihe Forward 
Bde Base Position«   During Operation "CuItfP" tho following vork was 
aoconplished i 

MSCH/JTICAL SIGNAL ARM/J-iCTiT 
3 20 2 
3 14 2 . 
0 6 0 

Jobs Received - 
Jobs Conpleted - 
Jobs Evacuated - 

0« Medical» Conpory D (Medical), 173d Suiport Battalion operated tho 
SOP Fsrward Clearing Station vicinity Position KINO during Operation "CRIMP". 
Tho 57th Medical Botachncnt (Helicopter Acbulcnce) provided standby cedevao 
oovorofio. During the operation tho Forward Clearing Station handled forty- 
seven (47) personnel at sick call« All of those personnel wore treated end . 
returned to duty. Graves Registration leans fron the 6241h QM Conpany (DS) 
supported the Bde both at Bion Hoa and in the operational area« 

When required because of severity of wounds personnel wore evacuated 
direct to tho 3rd Mobile Axcy Surgical Hospital (WASH) or the 93d Evacuation 
Hospital in tho Bion Hoa area.   Wounded personnel cooing into the Ibrward 
Bdo Clearing Station were treated a« nocossaiy and then evacuated to tho 
Dien Boa area or returned to duty.... 
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d.    Connunications:   The prioaiy neons of ccocunications to subordinate 
units during Operation "CEIHP" was IM radio utilizing an airborne radio 
relay to extend transnission ron^e when ncco.3saiy.   Wire was installed to 
all units in the Ldo Base Position and was used within the separate 3n 
base positions*   Radio relay systoca were established and naintained which 
gave switch to switch and TOO to TOO telephone connunications between ' 
the Brigade Forward end Brigade Rear» Brigade Forward and 1st Division»        f 
end Brigade Forward and 3d Brigade» Ist Division.   Secure teletype was j 
provided to the 1st Inf Biv with radio HF providing back-up secure teletype '. 
to Ist Inf Biv and radio SSB providing back-up to 173d Brigade Eear. 

7.   COMManJEB'S MJJXaiSt   The 173d Abn Dde (Sep) Operation "CRIK?" was one 
of the nost succpssfül ever conducted in HTO.    Althou^i the nur^or of VC 
killed has been surpassed on other operations, and the anount of weapons 
and oatcrial captured has been, surpassed on other operations, the conbinod 
effects of 7C killed or captured, weapons and material captured, installatiotos 
destroyed and intelligence data gathered nake "CRLK?" one of the Bde's Dost ■ 
successful*   The prinaiy oission of the operation was to scash the 
Politico-Militaiy headquarters of tho VC Hilitaiy Region Nuabcr 4*   This        : 

oission was accouplishod in an outstanding nanncr.   Throughout tho ' 
operation the Brigade continued to effectively exercise its throe nost 
inportant capabilities of Civio Action, Intelligence Gathering and 
Tactical Operations* 

a*    Civio Action:   In tho objective area the Bdo encountered largo 
nunbers of civilians who obviously had boon controlled by tho VC for years« 
Due to this condition, the decision was cade to evacuate the population \ 
to a secure location where they could not interfere with or betray the 
Bde's nliitoiy operations* 

Over 2,000 refugees were evacuated fron tho operations area*   All 
of the refugees were processed through tho 172d HI Betachaent as 
suspects.   A Brigade nedic treated over 200 refugees during detention 
at the 172d MI Botachncnt*   After processing and questioning, the 
rofugeos wero ovacuatod to Trung Lap and turned over to a Civil Affairs 
toon working with the 3d Brigade, 1st Inf Biv*   This teaa cor.sxstiivs of 4 
officers end 2 EM arrived in tho area 11 Jenuaiy 1966.   A 3 dry s^yply 
of MEDCAP supplies was blvcn to the Civil Affairs teaa to enable thca 
to initiato a MSDCAP prograc.    On 13 January 29 cattle and buffaloes <' 
were horded fron the 2d Battalion TAOR to Trung lap end turned over    ■ 
to tho Civil Affairs tean.   The policy with respect to refugees, their 1 
belongings, and livestock was not dear end vacilated fron one extrcne 
to the other.   Another problen onocuntcrod in dealing with refugees was 
that while the operations area was in Binh Bucng province the refugees 
were evaucated to Hau Hhia province*   The province boundary was 400 neters 
north of the refugee collecting point in Trung Lap*   Soco difficulty was 
encountered when .the Hau Hhia province USOM and National Police officials hod 
reservations about their responsibility to handle refugees fron Binh Duong 
province.   This problen was resolved and the refugees were cared for. 
Hbcossary food for the rofugeos was provided fron captured 7C grain caches 
and goods provided by the Brigade*   The ÜS0K food goods arrived on 12 
January 1966* 

During the operation, over 26fc0C0 pounds of rice, 25 bags of fertilizer» 
18 hags of peanuts, assorted other foodstuffs, a quantity of fare inplenents» 
rubb'en tubing and 6 bicycles» were recovered fron VC caches by Brigade units 
and turned over to the Civil Affairs tean for distribution to refugee« 
and noody fanilios* 

Four Psy War nlssions were flown during Operation "CRIMP"* 230,000 
Chleu Hoi leaflets were dropped on 3 nlssions, and an appeal to VC in the 
tunnels and bunkers was broadcast on one oisaion. 
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SUDJEOI«    Conbat Operations After Action Heport (MbCV/ßCS/J3/32) 

b.   Intelligence:    DarLnc this operation a wealth of intelligence 
data was gathered.    Nearly 7»300 documents containing over 100,000 pages 
were captured which revealed nary of the VC'r plans, his organization 
and his past activities.    Many of the docunonts, such as letters and 
diaries (etc), reveal the inner feelings of the individual VC toward tho 
allied forces and the war in general (see Inciosuro 4).    Also anong tho 
docunonts were rosters of various sections and lists of Commist Party 
nenbors which will help to aake the destruction of the Military Region 
4 headquarters conplcte. 

0.   Tactical Operations:   The tactical olecents of the lide did an 
outstanding job during this operation.    Ground and air nobility .was used 
vexy effectively to keep the VC off balance*    The ground forces found, 
fixed and systciaatically destroyed the objective, thus causing tho enezy 
untold danage by destroying one of his cost secure base areas in Tietnan. 
The results of Operation "CBIKP" were as follows< 

(1) U.S. Foroea: 

EEA - Fifteen (15) 
WIA - Seventy-Two (72) 
MIA - None 

EQJIP LOST - Kono 

(2) Australian Forccsi 

• 

ELA - Ei^it (8) 
WIA - Thirly (50) 
MEA - None 

EQUTB L0SC - None 

(3)    Now Zealand Forces: 

KU. - None 
WIA - None 
MIA - Kono 

EQPJi? LOar - None 

(4)   Viet Cong Forces« 

KIA - Confirrmd - 128 
Possible   - 190 

vec - 91 
SUSPECTS - 509 
Trnimt -1031 
EALLIEHS - 1 

TOTAL - 1950 

(5)   Weapons: 

1 Czech 7*92 V® XB30 2 US Enficld M1917 
1 US Btl 2 US M-l Carbines 
1 US 57nn BR 2 Chloon AH 47 
1 French 7.5 LM3 1924 
4 Bussion Madel 1891/30 

2 Hooo-mda carbines 
2 Chloon K50 SKG 

. 4 US M-l Eiflos 4 Chicen 12.7ca AUS 
13 Gomnn M-.uscr M-K 2 60m tortars 
6 French MiS 36 Bifloa 3 US M-3 SMJ 
3 US oal 45 Thoz^pson SM> 1 Ucco-nade shotgun 
4 French M^T 49 SC 1 US M.2 Carbine 
31 Chloon M44 Carbines 1 us M-1903 aino 
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SODJECII»   Conibat Operations After" Action fieport (lfliC7/RCS/J3/32) 

(6) Annunition» 

22,343 rounds of assorted snail axns aocunition 
300 grenados 
10 rifle grenades 
5 Hecoiless Rifle rounds 
51 aortar rounds 
1 - lOJnn round 

(7) Doounents«    7*468 - over 100,000 ^afM 

(8) Coixiunications:    3 altered transistor radios, 2 field telephones 

(9) Transportation!    9 Saopans, 6 bicycles 

(10} Medical:    76O nodical itoca 

(11) Foodstuffs:    37 tons of rice, 60 pounds of salt ! 

(12) Miscellaneous < '. 

151 pounds of olothine 12 3AE nagazinos ; 
Kiscollrjieous packs 1 50 oal tripod 
I'liscellaneous gas oasks 2800 pounds of fortilf LOX 
3 aocessozy kits for 12i7°a 1«300 pounds of poamis 

1 gasoline engine 
2 dynaootors 
1 tape recorder 

1 helnot liner 
1 duplicating naobino 
4 typewriters 
1 telescope f 

6. CONCLOSIOKS MS LBSSOKS I£AR1'ED: 

a« Gonoials 

(1) The Folitico-Militaiy Headquarters of VC Militaqr Begion 4 
was destroyed with □tsny 70 killed or captured, cany weapens, cuoh equipasnt 
and valuable intelligence infoxoation captured. 

(2) The civilian pojulation of tiie area was thorcurfily indoctjinatod 
by the VC and it will require nuch civic action and psychological warfare 
effort to swing then to the side of the allies. 

(3}   The entrances to tunnels in the A0 were generally very well 
oanouflagod and could only be discovered by probing. 

(4}   The price of entry into an operational area is often costly* 
V« should bo proprxod to stay until the job is finished. 

b.   Movencnts 

(l) The aotor convoy coving fron Bao Trai to Position KE.'G Was 
required to stop and wait for oonplotion of the IJ-52 strike. Those strike« 
oust be out off on schedule to avoid a dolny to the roaainder of the 
sequence of events* 

(2} Aircraft noving through the 3do iO received ground fire on 
nuaorous occasions. However, as a result of icnediate and violent 
retalitory fiaos in all oases, the ooouronoe of ground fir« lessened with 
each day of the operation* 
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SUDJBOE i    Conbat Opcxr.tions After Action Report {lLCV/ZDS/J}/52) 

(3) Landinca in each of the three battalion areas wore oospleted 
oore rapidly than ever before.   This was cade possible by the fact that the 
elements landed in a staescred trail which pornitted quicker "sitting" and 
quick exiting of use troops • 

(4) This was the first operation where the Brigade forward 
Support Base was established in an area not adjacent to an air strip« 
Eosupply was conducted very successfully with exclusive use of rotaiy 
winged aircraft» 

o*   Tactics» 

(1) The long notal rod which is part of the 103m houitizer 
aoounition box was found to be a useful prube in bunkers and tunnels. 

(2) Instnnoos of receiving friendly nortar fire froa the adjacent 
Bda were experienced by l/303d Inf.   The neod for a control fire coordination 
center established at division appears to bo necossoiy whenever two or nore - 
brigades are onployed adjacent to each other.    Such a center is • 
particularly needed when supporting artillory is fired froa numerous      . 
location into the AO of each Bdo, 

(3}   There wore continual interruptions of the connunications of 
80C0 battalions and the Brigade Concand Net by other stations using the : 
sane frequency.   This is intolerable for efficient operations and oust / 
be corrected by the allocation of frequencies fron the standpoint of « 
geographical location* 

(4) The Amor/lnfontxy tactics employed by E/l? Cavalxy and 
iWIH in the vicinity of the Bde Base and by B/l6 Aroor with l/503d end 
2/503d were extronely successful.   Continued use of those tactics will 
be of footed when terrain pomits. 

(3}   When a ground follow-up to a B-52 strike is planned, the 
tioo of ordnance delivoxy should bo greatly conproased«   The prcudnt 
tine span of dellveiy and long pauses between flights enables the enccy 
to nove out of the area or to got into deep holes after the initial drop. 
When a ground force follows a B-52 strike, tho oass doliveiy of GBU'a with 
an inaeliate follow-up aiznobilo assault in the proxicity of the strike 
would achieve the opticuo surprise and highest probability of success. 

d»   Cheni'-al» 

(1) Tear gas, snoke and flane wore used to good advantage during ; 
this operation to ferret the 7C fron their tunnels end to deny futuro use 
of then« 

(2) Tho use of HC snoke should be linitod in tunnels which are to 
bo aoarohed unless personnel are equipped with oxygen naeks.   Tho snoko will' 
quickly "drive out" all the oxygen in tho tunnels* 

(3) Personnel searching tunnels jfcould work in teams of two (2) 
or nor« nen* 

(4}    Sons sort of oonnunioations between searchers ani personpol 
above ground oust be naintained.   Also a qyston to noasuro the depth and 
length of tunnels should be developed (Soe paragraph 4, c). 

(5) In sone of tho nore elaborate tunnel wstens, it was discovered 
that gas traps had been constructed (See Inclösuro 3)*   Throe types discovered 
iadudodi 
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SDDJSXJC i   Coobat Operations Aftor IcUon Hojort imC7/BCS/Jl/l2) 

(n)   Vator loc)-. (flooded sootion of tunnel) 

(b)   Tray doors. 

(o)   Digging the tunnel In a zig-zag or rising and lowering 
course to slow down novoncnt of gas* 

(6}    Suggested nothod of clearing, searching and destrojrin^/ 
oootaninating tunnels« 

(a) To clear eneq/ troops out of the •tunnels, the M7A3 
CS grenade blown into the tunnel with the "Mi-ty Kite" is rococ^ended.   One 
or two grenades should Lo adequate for nost systens, and should not create 
a serious oxygen deficient atnosphore»   The "Mity Hi to" can be used then 
to blow sone of the CS out of the tunnel so it can bo searched. 

(b) The tunnel can then bo searched as far as tho first trap 
door or air lock*   If trap doors or airlock is discovered, it can be 
renoved and the "MLty KLto" con be used to blow tho CS which still lingers, 
further into the tunnel cooplex. 

(o)   When a oain tunnel of a conplex is located, a dccolition 
charge sot off in it, nay unseat any additional trap doors or air locks, 
enabling further flushing end searching. 

(d)   After tunnels aro searched, thqy should be destroyed 
with deoolitions and/or contaninatad with CS-1 (powder).   One effective 
way of doing this without contaninating personnel is to place a 6 or 8 
pound oag of CS-1 on a strand of detonating cord between cratcring charges 
inside the ttujnol»   In one instance whore this was done, CS-1 was forced 
approximtcly 200 neters through a   tunnel, and resulted in the tunnel arose 
between cratoring charges being thorou^ily contaoinatod and scaled. 

(o)   Vhon tine is united, CS grenades (KTA?) blown in+o 
tunnel with "Mity Mite" will contooinate tunnel for one week or noro. 

(f)   M25£L3 CS grenades (baseball type) oat be used to 
contaninate snail tunnels, bunkers end spider holes.   If these areas are 
sealed the contaaination should last indefinitely. 

d.   Civio Action:    The policy with respect to refugees, their 
belongings, and livestock was not clear and vacilatod fron one extrene to 
the other.   A fixn policy cust be established prior to tho beginning of 
an operation. 

TOR THE COMKiKDER» 

CMC/OZ 
SO J. 

2d Lt, AGC 
Asst Adj Gen 

Distribution» 
2 - K&C J34 

' >, I - N&O J2 
X . H&CT 
1 - CmCTSAHfAC, ACTN:    GPOP-Ifl 
1 - CG, US&Iär, iOTNi   Historical Division 
4 - CO, 1st Infaatiy Division 

t 21 

£o*> f 1 hä^Tl **** 

1\ 



INCLOSÜRE      1 

". 

I 

■ 



CO,;fZibejjii/ii^, 

£*)/=/ö&ST/JJL 

XkeJ.oi.v&jr K-jr 

■ <■.,.,,■. ■>, —■-^.     .,..«-..■>!      ■ - ■^..      >-..>—„..*   —   ■■.,.■■M^..~^... . - - .-      — ...     ...        ... — —- 

2^ 



V 

I£5i£S£SS   1 

I 
 i 



/" 

&»Fibe*mAl. 

. 

'   .       ■ 

■ . 

.   ■■        .      . 

Co/v/Zib&JTsrfjL 

/ 
rP 



IM 

/" 

INCLO^URE     i 

.   ■ 

....   . 
■ " ■ .-,..-.r^. ,.-. ■& 



7 

C?#2 

CP #5 g^XE 585198 

ilnterseotion 

616226 

Chi 
628126 

SPO XC 554055 

^OVf'bSjJTjfiU 

T*oCJio<>u1Z&=*3 

• 

•  



INCLOSUKB     i 

•   i 



TUMKKL CONaiHD'CTICIN DETAILS 

A.   Vater Look. 

LJljmnjTTrnrTTrrrTTi 
I // //      TZT^^X 

rLoo^CD 
rs^p booR. 

/77777/ //// 
B.   Trapdoor Constructloxu 

^k-/y<-^—»I 
sHiiie Loop*, QA} so^e" 

Pitfme ofz Wooi> oil. 

i 
Kotes   In aone instances, trapdoors were oovorod with a thin layer of 

dirt and were located by probing with a bayonet.   Uno trapdoor was     \ 
booby-trapped with a grenado. 

0*   Other baffle «ystous which iapodod the flow of gas or snoke. 
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TB/JTSLiglüN BEPOHP 

El!£!>y DOCUMBlirs 

Large Sign at Tlllagp Entrenco: 

"Who oausos tho scene that bums houaos, nakes the 
suffering, slaughter to our population«   That is 
Anorioa caiocy, and puppets( we swear that wo don't 
live with then in tho saoo place.   Though we are 
in oisozy, wo will unite together.   Setemine to 
clear out the resented wo will drive out the 
inporialist until our population, and oountxy are 
peaceful for ever and after" • 

Diaiy - U Jaiuuuy 19651 

Have spent four days in tunnel.   About 8 to 9 thousand ücericcsn 
soldiers were in for a swoop-operation.    Tho attack was fierce, in the 
last few days.   A nunber of underground tunnels collapsed.    Sono (of 
our men) were caught in then and have not been able to get out yet. 
It is not known what   have becone of sisters BA, LiJ, EQHC HAH and     ! 
TM Hü in those tunnels.    In their atter.pt to provide security for 
the agency TAM and UP were killed.   Their bodies, left unattended and 
deteriorated, have not been buried yet.    In the afternoon, one of our; 
vlllago unit ooobers trying to stay close to tho encry for reoonnaissf 
anoe was killed and bis body has not boon rooovered. ' 

Fifteen ninutos ago, enosy Jots dropped boobs:   houses collapsed 
and trees fell.   I was talking when a rooket exploded 2 ooters away 
and boobs poured down like a torrent. 

We should fight then, we should arjiihilate then, you (US soldiers) 
will have no wey out«..,,*.. 

It is always dark before sunrise.   After cold days, warn days 
Will COQO,  

The oost tiresono nonont is when one ooves up a hill,   Una oist 
rise up disregarding death and hardships, detexnined to defeat the 
Aoerioan aggressors« 

Obi   What hard days, one has to stay in tunnel, eat oold rice with 
•alt, drink unboiled water I   However, ono is froe and feels at ease. 

This Is tho last entiy, dated 1445 hours, 11 January 1966, of 
TEAHDOJIG's diaiy« 

SoouEwot was captured tho day following tho entxy. 

J*'closo2jr'*tS~ 
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ftiAEQUARTifflS 30 BHIGAEE 
1st Infantry Division 

ilPO US Forc • 96345 

AVID-WB-C 15 Februar 19^6 

SUBJECTS   Combat Operations After Action. Report (MACV/RCS/J3/32) 

THRU: Commanding General 1st Inf&r.try Division   ATTN: Q3   ABO US Farces 96345 

10» Commander . '   )> 
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AVIÜ-.V&.C 15 Februazy 1966 
SUBJECTS    Ccübat Operations After Action Report (1-Ü.CV/RCS/J3/32) 

7.   SUPPORTIMG FORCJS; 

fa.   2/33 ArtUlary. 

(1) Size of force. 

(a^   Forward Area (TKUl^Q LMP):   2 six gun IJ05I"'< Batteries 
and Hqs 2/)J3 Arty, Hqs and C Battery (ß" Howitzer SP) 2/32 Arty tr.d C Btry 
(l£fI4i Uohitzer tewed), 6/6 Arty general support reinforcing cu 2/33 Arty. 

(b)    Rear Area (UI KHS):   Hqs Btiy (-) and 3 Btry 2/33 
Arty, 0 Btiy (8" Howitzer SP) 8/6 Arty and B Btry (175MII Ova SP) general 
support reinforcing of both forward and rear areas, 

(2) How and When 2aployed, 

(a) 2/33 Arty departed LAI KHS by motor convoy on 07032-^ 
January 1966 alrag Hwy 13 to-a forward stagin" area vie DI AS.   Cn the ooxniag 
ef 8 January I966 the battalion continued o>  .• Hwy 1 to vie CJ CKI (XT&,1L>0) 
v*ere, with the conbiaed firepower of 2/33 Arty, C Btry 8/6 Arty and C B: 7 
2/32 Arty an artillery preparation was fired on landing sons JACK«   ContL-     - 
artilleiy support war providod by displacing in exhelwi to vie T?.U:ß L^? 
tUMOM S*iP (XTif9D2l6) £rm where the reaainder of Operation C8ZHP vza su^vi'« 

(b) During Operation CiilM» the battalicn fired 1619 105:21 
Kcwltzer rounds; 591 155K1 Hewitzer rounds, 345 eight inch HtwStz«r rounds. 

(3) Results ff Fire:   The battalions fire support was again 
outstanding, and was reaponsible fer the destruction ef 1 concrete biricer, 54 
bouses, one sa^jan (moving in '-aie river).   Fire was effectively placed cn 
known and suspected VC locations.   Fire support was continues thrsugheut 
the operation,' ^ . 

» . ■ ■ 

b.   Air Ferce,    During Opöration CRJi-P, one hundred el^ht (1C8) close 
air support sorties were flown in support of the 3d Brigade Task Force,   Dur- 
ing the 7 days proceeding the airmobile assault 218 preplanned sorties wore 
flown inte>the area against known AA positions and various bunker and trench 
systems visible from the air or located by aerial phot»,    0-130 and C-123 
aircraft were used to .pwition 1/28 Inf in PHU 101 *n 7 January I966; and 
0-223 flights were used prior to and during the problem to prepositi&a asmu- 
nition at JUI KM, for use during Operation CRIMP and subsequent2y C^eration.  i 
EUCKSKIM, 

Jan 66 
Jan 66 
Jan 66. 
Jan 66 
Jan 66 
Jan 66 

TOTAL 

4 Sorties 
30 Sorties 
19 Sorties 
27 Sorties 
18 Sorties 
10 Sorties 

Sorties (Total preplanned sorties) 

  

■1 



AVUUB-C 15 Februaiy 1966 
SUBJECTi   Combat Operation After Action fisport (hACV/üCS/J^/32) 

i 

7 Jan 66 
8 Jan 66 
9 Jan 66 

1/) Jan 66 
II Jan 66 

TOTAL 

8,   IWrSttjIGENCKj 

23 Sorties 
25 Sflrtiea 
UO Sorties 
21 Sorties 

9 Sf rties 
'2JDÜ Sorties (Total CAS Sorties prior to tennina- 

tinn at 120^30 January 1966) 

a»   at the start nt Operation CnlKP the strength of VC forces in 
the area was estimated t* be 2500.   Elements were believed to bo 2d Bn 165 
A Äegt (strength 600), Kl? Bn (strength 300), K18 Bn (strength 250), C 3*33 
Bn (strength 300), C 306 Bn (strength 300), C 32 Bn heavy weapcna cospany 
(strength 120), Quyet Thang (LB?) Bn (strength 20Q) and the C 506 Bn 
(strength 500).   Infornatlpn regarding VC tactics indicatod that they would 
not mass In force to resist the .^d'-unco of a two (2) Brigade Task Force,   The 
open terrain did ryt lend itself to massi,^; a lar^e nur^er of troops,   iiar-j'" 
detection plus vulnerability to friendly air and artillery superiority wore 
primary factors,    it was thoref?« anticipated that the VC would report tr 
harrassing small ams and mortar fire and en^lry mines and booby-traps ex- 
tensively,   This proved to be their course of a ction, throughout the operc- 
tien.   Wo units were encounterod.    JÜI was received fron Hsadcuarters Ist 
Infantry Division and Headquarters 5th Special Forces Group prior to the 
operation, 

b. Eneny losses during the operation were 22 KlA (BC) and 35 pos- 
sible KlA,   Seventy-five (75) tons of rice were dectrnyed or captured and 35'-0 
documents wore collected and forward-Kl in? evaliiatirn,   lic:cr.3i^-e tunnel nys- 
tema were found.   Soae had as K-r.y as 6 tlera underground,   lutst houses had a 
tunnel system leading to a trench or fortified position, 

c. Aerial photo suppjrt from lieadquarters 1st Inf Eiv and 2d Air 
Divisien was excellent.   Photos shewed £ red ground detail and wert accrr.puiied 
by thorough imagery interpretation reporis, 

d. The terrain la open with little ground vegetation,    P.ubber plan« 
tatlons afforded some cover fron air observation.   Jungle areas, shown en the 
map, are ■parsoly wonaed ar^as,    Tha weather was hot and hu-nid with no rain 
during the ^poratirn.   The major natural obstacle is the SAlOOH BXVISä gunnlflf 
generally northwest to southeast.    Readability was poor as a result of road 
cuts and other previous VC destructive activity, 

- -. .      e,   01 and IPl/ teams were erpl^yed during ;he operation,   A total of 
fourteen (JA) suspects (VC3) were apprehended, interrogated and evacuated to 
the CÜ CHI District Chief Headquarters«   One (1) VC wounded was captured, 

:f,   A total of 5000 leaflets were dropped with THiftiS:   "GVM-US Air 
Pow»r," ...,- , .......... 

D)   ^30« fa ::'* cv:; ^ Cv. \; /,. c-'d \ -': t:tritJ ■■'•.•' ni3 

:: ,;-v5 17 r;-:'•■"■ ;  - ■ ■•:■>-;■   ■■.--? 
•...    v   - .»• ..• -, ....,,,->.->,..,,. i,j ......   .t..: v  \ ■ . ...    .   - 
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AVID-WB-C 15 Februaiy 1966 
SUBJECT;    Cyabat Operationa After Action Itoport (taCr/taS/J3/32} 

9*   hISSIOHt   Fmm Ost Infantry Division FRAG OtUUU 1-66 (Operation 
CftZMP}, dated 030800 January 1966: 

d,   3d Brigade 

(1)    Conduct airmobile assault to position forces in blocking 
position on UM ?£CAil between ILK OtK and Uiiä PIKS. 

south. 

caops. 

(2) Destroy or capture VC forces attempting to escape to the 

(3) Attach to the east in zone to destroy VC forces and base 

(4) Relieved nf requirements stated in OPUNS 4-65 and 6-65 
effective D-DAI, U-UOUR. 

(5) Relieved of requirements to maintain one Infantry battcli.-^. 
on 6 hour alert effective D-DAY, H-HOUH. 

on order. 
(6)   Be prepared to perform mission stated in FRAC ORD^R 2S-ij 

10.    ca<IC^Pfr Ü? OP^UrlOU;   From 3d Brigade FRAO OilDM 3-66 (Operation • 
CRlfcP). dated 061500 January 1966t. 

ÄJäCÜTION» r. 

a»    Concept of Operation:   3d Bde TF conducts motor march of 2/23 
Inf, 2/33 Arty (-), Troop A 1/U Cav and Bde TAC CP on Kansas Turnpike to DI 
AN on 7 January 1966 and on Interstete 70 tn vie TMtG UP (XT5921) on 2 Jan 66. 
Tanks of A Txvwp land tail of V28 ^^ and Co c ^t S^1* ^ Jo:ia motor culuma ■■ 
at DI AN on 7 Jan 66.   Bde conducts airmobile assault with 1/16 Inf from LAI 
UM and   I/20 2°* ^cm PHÜ 101 to 12 JACK .081000 Jan 66 to ecoup/ blocking 
positions on UiW PüCHN.   2/28 Inf conducts SiS in zone from L-Lii Q*iK to Lliffl 
PINÜ*   IZ JACK will be prepared by Artillszy and CAS comencing 080900 Jan 66. 

b, 2/2 Inf« 
(1) Open Kansas Turnpike between BJiW CAT and PHU CVOiiG by 

C7O90O Jan 66 and secure until passage cf Serial 3« 
(2) A Troop l/k Cav attached for this mission en3yr- 

c, 1/16 Inf: 
(1) Open Kansas Turnpike between BS8 CAT ana* LAI tftS by 070700 

Jan 66 and secure until' passage of Serial 3* 
(2) Conduct ainwbile assault 061000 Jan 66 en LZ JACK. 
(3) Secure US JACK Ar helicopter landing ef 1/28 Inf.     .. 

■.■■■;■■■,■•'..' :.,■..; 

■ 

•      ■   . ■ 

.      -■ •. 

■ 

•   • 

.... ,.. . • • . 

••  ■    « 



i AVlU-riB-C ^5 Februa^r 1966 
äüBJiSCT:   Combat Operation Affcer Action Report {tuCV/RCSjt&fä) 

i 

(4)   Occupy blocking positions on LUC pjiOiN upon repletion 
of 1/28 Irn" lanaircs» 

d. 1/28 2hf| 
(1)   Landtail, escorted by A Trp lA Cav* »«v» ^o01 PHU lo1 *• 

DI AN lAen Joined by A Trp at PHU LOI on 7 January 1966, 
^    Conduct airmobile assault 081100 Jan 66 at IZ JACK. 
u)   Occupy blockir^ positions on LLW FSCMI« 
(4)   Conduct SUD in zone Trna Lllji CUK tp LLL3 POQ on order, 

e. 2/28 Inf: 
(1) Conduct raotpr aarch fnsm hd fcHü to DI AU 7 January 1966 

and from Dl AN to TPMG LAP on 8 January 1966. 
(2) Conduct S&D in zone Trom Uiiä OAK to UWE FLU« 

f. Troop A V4 Cav: 
(1) Attached to 2/2 Inf effective 0705^ January 1566 for clearane« 

.ind security of Kan-as Turnpike between BAU CAT and ?HV C0CKG, 
(2) Upc.-. paoör-.ge of Serial 3, detached frra 2/2 Inf and acva 

to PHU L0I to eacrrt 1/23 Inf land tail to Jl ;ul, 
(3) Conauot r.otrr narch rn Interstate 7^ and Kouta la to vis 

THUiJG UP on 8 January 1966, 
(4) Screen anuth flanlt of Brisado. 

g. 0 Co Ist Saget   Join Bricade landtäll at DI Ali on 7 Jw 66 r 
■'Mnduct motor aarch on Interstate 79 and Reuta lA to vxc 'i.'.ilS'U LAP en S - , 

h,   2/33 Artyi 
;■  , (1) ES. 

(2) Conduct motor Ba: dl to DI AH on Kar^aj Turapika rn 7 Jan 66, 
; (3) Conduct motor sard) to vie TfiUtiQ LAP on Intaratata 70 en 

8 January 1966. 
i.   Coordinating Instructions t 

(1) OPC.iD 1-/)^ (Oporatii-.-. BÜCWJiklN) for march tables aid route-, 
(2) Upon eoaplatien of Cparatiea CHU-i", Operation äüQväKL» v.-i^l 

be executedj 
(3) 2/2 Inf will employ. Ai Trp' 1/4 Cay on aiouth "la road clearing 

. mission to facilitate coatinuaticn of A'Trp zlssira afta? relaasa freo attach- 
ment. ... '',... 

(4) PH^ii LLJii BIRCH is icehtiiied on .the r.-.r.p as tt» trail 
. running south from XT639284 to'XT637274 to APTäIA XI,r-37242 south alcng a 

stream to the intersection of the HJUJGH SON at. XT645232. 

11,    SC'vCUTlQI-J;    2/2 Inf and 1/16 Inf vrere ordered to clear and eecura 
Route 13 bn+waan LAI KHÜ and PHU WWÜ in crjordir^iticn with alfliaents of the 

{ Jth AHVH fafantry Divisirn. 
Cn 6 January 1966 l/l6 Inf establiahed twa rein»>rced platoon sisa 

i   .i . night arbush patrols at XT741345 and XT752352.   Thaaa pate -.Is slaarwd Hwy 13 
•   '* from LAI iUliS (a B-ii CAT at tttst light on 7 January 1^66, 

Cfa 7 January 1966 2/2 Inf with Trp A 1/4 Cav in cocrdination with 
! ' 5th ARVN Division elements secured Hv.y 13 from BJM CAT   to PSÜ COOUQ,    The 

■ 2/2 Inf Task Fores departed the 3de base ca.'np area at fffiftCß Jan 66,   The 
road was securad by 070900 Jan 66.    To facilitate entry into the «bjastiva 
area on 8 Jan 66, DT AN was selected as a staging area. The 2/3 Inf dapartcd 

■■■»;;.- ■' -   ', ■ .■-...•• 

•f   ' ■■ ■ ., •■ ^ .-•,■■■'■-■;   . 

■ - • • ■        ■ ■ •    ■-■ - • ...... ,        , , 

: ,'. •    ■■-:■• 
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SUBJECT:    Cenbat Oporatiana After Acti«n Reptrt (MACV/RCS/J3/32) 

UI KHa at 070900 January I966 for Dl Mi fallowed by 2/33 Arty (-), Bde 
TAG CP, and landtalls of 1/16 Inf; these element» were Joined at PHÜ CUONC 
by the lanCtiU of 1/28 Ihf vhlch was flfom from PriUC VU« t» PHU LOI *n 
7 January 1966 by 0-223 and C-130 alrcrafti    All Bde elements moving by land 
closed Into Dl AW staging area by 071530 January 1966 without incident, 
2/2 Inf returned to the base camp area at 071645 January 1966, 

'  Cta 8 January 1966 the Bde conducted a two battalicn alrcobila assault 
into 12 JhCk. with 1/16 Inf Ending at 083003 January 1966 and 1/23 Inf land- 
ing at 082028 January I966,    One of the assault helicopters was hit by VC 
ground fire but made a safe landing at XT642188 with no injuries to crew er 
personnel.    One of two gunships covering the downed aircraft also received 
eneny ground fire and, frrced down, landed safely at the same location.    Both 
aircraft and crews were extracted without further incident.    The 3d Brigade 
landtail departed 01 «W at 060700 Jsn 66 closing vie THUuii LAP BMNSUJI Cfi*« 
POUND at 081200 Jan 66.   2/33 Arty went into firing positions vie CU CiJ. and 
fired artillery preparations into IZ JACK prior to the assault landings. 
After this the battalion displaced batteries by echelon to vie TäJUO UP, 
The blocking position along Utli P^CAN WUS occupied by 0812B0 Jan 66 and 
2/28 Inf initiated Sud to the east at that time, searching to a pasiticn 
300 meters east of LLiii BLiCH by 081630 January 1966. 

On 9-January 1966 the Brigade conducted SuD with'two battalions, 2/23 
Inf on the north and l/2s JW «n the south with 1/16 Inf blodcing alrng 
LLiü PdCAlJ.    the battalions covered 3000 meters, coached the nnrth-scuth 
read extending trm XT657258 t*? XT664241,    2/2 Inf continued its mission ef 
securing the base camp area vie L.il KHii.    l/l6 Inf oontinuod to bloci: along 
Uiia PiiCAW Sid.ting the block as the SitD prrgressea to tho east.    1/2S Inf 
conducted StcD to the east destroying a cache of medical supplies and twe tons 
cf rice at XT6M233> three anti-aircraft positions without weapons at 
XT648244 and a small hospital area at XT6i7254—together with some 30 VCS, 
2/28 Inf conducted SuO to the east and in the process the battalion   apprehend- 
ed 60 VCS and collected 253 refugees. 

On 10 January 1966 the 3d Brigade Task Force continued with 2 battalicns 
conducting 6ieD in zone ena 1 battalion blocking on tLii PöCAU,   2/2 Inf coa- 
tinuoO its mission of securing the 3d Bde base oanp at LAI KKS,   1/16 Inf 
continued tor block VC escape routes to the scuth along UM« P^CJJJ vie AT66C240. 
During the day the battalion destroyed 4 bunkers, 42 houses, 7 sampans, ICTO 
water containers, 6 tons, rice and 6ro meters of trenchwork.   1/2S lr.f ooriF- 
ductad SitD In zone capturing 15 bales of cotton and 10 tens of rices.    Companies 
A and B engaged an unknrwn number of VC vie XT6625 for about 20 minutes at 
which time the VC broke contact.    Four (4) VC (BC) were killed in this 
engagement. 

On U January I966 the' 3d Brigade continued S&D missions in zone,    2/2 
Inf continued to secure the base camp at LAX KHä,   1/16 Inf canoncted S&D   - 
mission from XT662236 to ihd southwest and southeast for a distance cf about 

.•3000 meters while blocking for 1/28 Inf end 2/28 Inf.   34 houses and 3 sam- 
pans wei-e destroyed.   1/26 Inf conducted SitD mission sustaining 7 \flA frcm 
VC booby-traps and accounted for 1 VC KIA (BC) during the day.    2/23 Inf 
conducted S&D discovering a VC regional tunnel complex vie XT659251,    A lurg« 
number of naps, charts, chupsticks and documents were discovered in the com- 
plex.    During the day the battalion accounted for 1 KIA and 2 VC '.VIA,    Troop 
A 1/4 Cav supported the 2 maneuver battalions during the operation and during 
the day became engaged in a fire fight vie XT645228.   The Trp suffered no cas- 
ualties and due to airfttrikes with napalm and CBU bombs a VC body count was 



6UBJiiCff:   Combat Operations After Action Hep«rt (MW/ZCS/ßfä) 

Ifflposaibla,   At 320630 January 1966 Operatinn CtfflaP was te«ainated and tha 
3d Brigade Operation BUCKSKIN ceu^iendedt 

18.    HliSULTSt 

a.   Captured Equipment: 

200 
15 
5 

3500 

pair 
bales 
t^na 

Chnpsticka 
Gotten 
rice 
Docunents 

b,   Destrcijred JSquipaent: 

^•> v.. 

70 
2 

■    11 
021 
33 

7 
1000 

6 
2 
6 
2 
1 

1500 

tons        Rice 
tons        Salt 

öajnpana 
; -> .■■ ■ Heiuies 

Pisyclss 
Ketor cycles 
V.'ater Containors 
Concrete bmksn 
Äussian carbines 
Blackboards 
US Ml carbines 

■     M-l rifle 
rouads     Small anns aacunition 

■ .?'c.   Friendly losses: 
~ ■•,,■-    ■ •    - 

l'::'\r   -., .• M^     KIA 

C;:     ■.■•   7^0 
t- . [  -       d Jan 0 

' - ' . 9 Jan 0 
j ••••-.-..• lo Jan V 
■, ' 11 Jan 2 
r 1    ■ 12 Jan 0 
< Pri«r to 

,•   ;-.-V ,   T^^       f" 

.d,   aaeny losses: 

r"     .   \       Mia       KlrtrsO    KLt(-iST)      VCC 

jVlA 

e 
& 

10 
15 
13 

0 
j '• 

,45 

0 
7 

C\-? ;    .   ; . 7 Jan 0 
•*••:.:> :j; ,VJ • 8 Jan        a 

0 
0 

ves 

0 
0 

7 

■ ■ > r 

■   'I 

■ .-  j   v .,■. 

: -■■■-" • • -" '.r':"; 
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bUBJiäCri    Cwnbat Oparations After Action Report (l^CV/RCS/J3/32) 

DATS 

9 Jan 66 
0/3 Jan 66 
II Jan 66 
32 Jan 66 
Prior to 
120630 hrs 
TOTAL 

KLt (BC)      KIA (^T)     VCC VCS 

2 
6 
6 
« 

3 
15 
10 
0 

0 
(WLtfL 

0 
0 

90 
14 
0 
0 

22 35 liU 

13. Aa^rflSTKATlV^ MriTIii^S;   The Brigade SU planned and coordinated the 
provision o£ ammunition reeupply by air based on estimated daily csnsu^ptivn 
rates.   Although the cstioates vero reasonably accurate, the Brigade had a 
greater amount •£ anmunition en hand at the conclusion of the eperatien 
than at the beginning. 

By 8 January 1966, thirty-two days rf C-Rations, twenty days of B- 
^iations and sufficient sundry packs had been accumulated and resupply of 
these items was not required during the operation.    Clothing was distributed 
froa individual or battaiior. stocks when called fer and lidted quantities 
of bunker and barrier mteriala wore deliverad over the air line cf COLZ-V:. 
cationa.    Two 5000 gallon tankers were noved t« the Brigade forward base 
with the 2/33 Artillery on D-DAY for the deisel and ru^as recuirenents.    ■..-. 
two occasions, the armored vehicles of the cavalry- trocp received Class III 
resupply by air due to the difficult road conditions and the sany activity. 

Individual soldiers prepared an A Bag with a complete cl-snge nf 
clothing and fort gear.    The a Bags were flown into the ■jperational area on 
call of the battalions and the seilcd dotliing extracted to the 624 Uuarter- 
master Laund:y Unit at LHI KHji.    This technique wnzked extremely well in 
maintainiig personal hygiene. 

Company C, 1st Engineer Battalion operated a water point at XT5962IO 
and purified 10,000 gallons of water during the operation. 

AS a result of brevlous experience, a determination was made tb~i, 
when flying time from the Brigade^base to the operational area does net ex- 
ceed thirty minu-ej, one way, the logistical base should net be established 
in the forward area.   Iß this operation the legi^tieal base remained at 
LAI ma. 

The amount of ter^-ge and equipment in the Brigade CP area was in- 
creased subsequent to D-tuT and ten lifts of ÜH1D helicopters were required 
to extract this additional equipment at the conclusion sf Operation CHUIP, 

14. N/A. 

15. QCMnfflfflB AiJ/iLYSIS« 

iiach operation enhances the Brigade's ability to effectively 
defeat the Viet Cong.   I-Icwever, only by alert observation can we discover 
new military techniques in these operations.   Some of the lessons learned 
la Operation CUli'iP are: 

• ' 
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SUBJdCn    Conbat Operatlals After Action iioport (l-«iCV/riCS/J3/32} 

••   iff«cta*6f'8-52 strikes wore difficult to assess.   Trench netw»rkC 
Wre fourid xmdaiaaged wtthin ■25 yards o£ craters. 

b«    CS riot control agent was used without nuch success.    Tunnels 
were baffled by the VC to prevent effective use of CS.   Positive results 
were obtained when men went into tunnels, 

c. Operations in unfamiliar areas, such as these, tend to prove 
that instead of sweeping a zone, a patrol base with patrols tq find the jneagr 
and their positions and equipment would be much core effective, 

d. The rapid search and destroy operation during the period 8 - 11 
January 1966 forced units to skim ever areas that night have yielded VC, 
weapons or equipment.   It was not until U January 1966, when a battalicn 
base camp was esteblished and methodical searching was initiated, that 
quantities of weapons.   VO and documents were uncovered.    Operations should 
be phased to exploit the opportunities uncovered during search as oppraed 
to a tine/date phasing, 

e. The APC'S and tanks of the Cavalry Troop proved very effect;, 
in the area of operation,   During tanks-infantry sweeps the suppressiva fl:-. 
of the tanks and APC's reduced the danger of sniper fire.   In many cases the 
armored vehicles detonated AP mines that would have caused casualties a£xr.g 
the Infantry. 

f. The APC's were used effootlvely on a ni^ber of occasions to 
evacuate wounded personnel to safe areas where Dustoff medical evacuation 
could be accomplished, 

g. Aerial resupply was -conducted.thrcughout the ßeriod of tha  ..   - 
operation utilizing UH-1 aircraft, with 9 lifts per day ^approximate tonnage 
13,000 lbs per day),   iiach battalion should be allocated at least 1 UH-1 
aircraft daily for resupply all day and two additional UH-1 aircraft from 
1530 - 1930 hours,   'Jhen given less than this the resupply is to« time con- 
suming and delays operations in the mornings and becouas extremely hazardous 
if continued after dark. 

In Operation CiiIMP the units ff the Brigade again proved that they 
measure up to every task.   Instead of the fast, vinlent action of BAÖ BAKQ4 
CHOW THANH and the MA hOT battles. Operation CwIl.P was a continuous grind- ' 
ing push against tunnels, bunkers and trenches filled with small size VC 
units,    A'different tontet technique is required when a man goes into a 
tunnel after a VC, or against a single sniper that cannot be seen,    however, 
the same amount of courage is reviuired :;n this type of fighting.    In every 
Instance the men and the units of the Brigade measured up to the test. 

v.,   «•■■* u — • .-..•-.- 

9 

1 
V .  9 

, . ,.„. ... 

c. r :. • .-■  ;       ■;-,   ..•■:■■.   ■ • -        •   -       , •, ; ■     ■ 
.... ... ...     •. ;•■•••.■ 

C'   '■.'-"'   "                      * ^.   ■'^   f* '   I                 ■--                                                                    -.          '---i      .-1, 
■. • ■. ;   •                                         .    .     ; ' 

1 ■ ■ - ■< -       1 »j 1 ■ ■   ■    . . -  
,--■■'■■'..             «     .              ,        .    „  , v, , j    .       .    , ;  .      J 

,♦•'-*■■•■-■        •--■•,"--■-    v .••-..• ^ - -   ~.   .,. "        ,    •        .   • •     .... 
v,.. i      »     . •. ■ I- » ■.!>■■ .j    .... „    y j 
»f- *  ""•in 1 > 

s") 



AVIIw®-C 15 Pebruazy 1966 
SUBJäCTI    Combat Operationa Aftar Action Kaport (^CV/itCS/J3/32) 

The nagniflcent esprit of all nembera 6t the cosaand and the 
cooperative spirit of all the attached and supporting units has resulted 
In another outstanding performance by this Brigade Task force in the spirit 
of the Big Bed (he:   ui<Ie aission to difficult - NA saerifipe tne great - Duty first.» 

Copies Tumlahedt 

mer JB 
MACT   • 
Comander 2d All* Div 
Cosmandlng General Ist Inf Div 
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Ist Infantry Divisitn 
.J'O US Fcrws 96345 

AVU^ Iffl-C 3 liirch 1966 

SUDJiiCTj   Co2i>at Opdratluis' ^Ttor «cticn ;iöpi,rt (luCV/MS/ J3/32} 

THriU: Cuuuandlng   Güneral 
Ist Infantry Diviäion 
ATTiis   G3 
..PO US Fcrcws   96345 

TO: Coj.-.Änctcr 
US iiilitory üdöistancu Ccuuaad Vietncu 

■ «TTW:    J321 
ikPO Ub Fore««   96243 

"     1,.   Ua£ .u.J TYP-, jj OP^.TIOIJ;    Op-ration BUCi^ILLi - Soarch and Du3troy 
and security hr 2d Brl^add, 25th Infant^- Division, 

2, D^TJS OF OP^L.TIOiJ;   120630 January 1966 - 311600 January 1966, 

3. L0C?TIQa;   Hi.U (KUQU Province - CÜ OKI District ::T5625 tu X26725 to 
XT7121 to,XT6512"to XT56l7to AT5625.   See /.ppendlx 1 (Overlay). 

4,^   COihiU.'D H^^D.iU.JtTJ.fci;   Huadquartora 3d Brlgado Ist Jnfantiy Divislcn. 

/>,'   UnilT Cdi.naJD^; ■ ' 

Cblunul Jilliaii 0 Divdbock, CO 3d Brigade 
U Col Goorgo u Shuffer Jr, CO 2d Battalion 2d Infantry 
Lt Col i/llliau t> Lcb«r. Jr^ CO lat Battalicn 16th iifantiy . 
Lt Col Hobort Haldan«, CQ Ist Battalion 28th InfaiAry 
Lt Col Kyi« ./ Dowio, CO 2d Battalion 28th Infantry   (13 - 31 January 1966; 
Lt Col G«orgo S liystwr, CO 2d Battalion 28th Infantry (12 January 1966) 
Lt Col Frank il Tius, CO 2d Battalion 33d .otillery 

-      6'.   T^Si: OiiC.aJI&iTlCLJi 

Hoadquartors 3d flrigadu 
2d Battalion 2d Infantry 

1-    1st Battalion 16th Infantry 
1st Battalion 28th Infantry 

1° /' 2d Battalion 28th Infantry 
'■   Troop A lit Squadron 4th Cavalry 

2d Batt^lwn 33d „rtilljry 

CONFtiSfttTlAL 

• 
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• COrvr/P£'Nr//?L /A 
üVHWffl-C 3 ücrch 1966 
SUBJECT:   Ccabat Operc.tit-na «ftwr «ctivn »tepurt (ii.CV/iiCb/J3/32) 

2d Battalion 32ci »rtillüry (-) (GS.t) 
Öth Bdttallan 6th artillery (GSii) 
C Ccupany 1st üiginoöi» Battalion 

7.    SUPPOitTIX FOiC^: 

a, 2(i Battalion 33d artillery. 

(1) Size of Force, 

(a) Forward ^rea (TilUHO L-vP - CU CHI):    2 six gun 1055aa 
batteries and Headquarters 2/33 artillery; Headquarters Batteiy and C Battery 
(8" Howitzer SP)f 2d Battalion 32 i.rtillery with C Battery (IJSuti Hov/itzer towod); 
8th Battalion 6th «rtilleiy attached (GSll). 

(b) Roar «rea (LJ KHU):    Headquarters Battery (-) 2d Bat- 
talion 33d artillery; B Battery 2d Battalion 33d artillery; D Batteiy (8" How- 
itzer SP). 8th Battalion 6th artlll^iy and B Battury (175i-a.i gun SP)   2d Bat- 
talion 32d artillery (GSil). 

(2) How   and t/hen ii-iployud: 

(a) ^ the start of Operation BUCiCSKIiJ the 2d Battalicn 
33d i^rtillery was deployed at'TiilMJ Li.P in support of the 3d Brigade Task 
Force,    On 24 January 1966 the'battalicn began displacing to vie CU CHI to 
assist in securlig this' area for th« 2d Brigade 25th Infantry Division, 

(b) During Cpercticn BUCKSKIW the battalion lli\3d 6,268 
lOJuLi howitzer rounds, 1,115 155^3-1 howitzer rounds and 959 eight inch howitzer 
rounds, 

(3) Results of Fire:    iCnei^yr losses due to the excellent fires of 
the battalion were 22 KL» (body count) and a possible 72 KLt plus nuuerous 
buildings destroyed.    Fire support was continuous throughout the operation and 
was effectively placed on known and suspected enery locations accounting for 
the eneuy KIK'S uenticned above, 

b, nir Force:    During Operation BUCKSKIiJ the air Force ilew two 
hundred eighty eight (288) close air support sorti-s in support of the 3d Brigade 
Task Force,    0«47 flare ships wore used on two nights (13-14 Januaiy) to assist 
the 3d Brigade Task Force during night perimeter defence.    The 0-47 "Puff" was 
used on the night of 1/^-15 January 1966 in close support of the Brigade and its 
fires were very effective in suppressing eneuy uortar fire,    C-123 flights were 
used prior to and during Operation BUCKSKLJ to preposition aiXiUnition at L.J 
KHE, 

12 January I966 
13 January I966 
14 January 1966 
15 January 1966 
16 Januaiy 1966 

3 sorties 
25 sorties 
15 sorties 
12 sorties 
10 sorties 
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«VID-w-B-C 3 lia-ch 1966 
t.üDJ*iCT:   Cüiict üpurcticna «ft^r «cticn Sttpurt (iu.CV/ÄCt>/J3/32) 

17 January 1966 
18 January 1966 
19 January 1966 
20 January 1966 
21 January 1966 
22 January 1966 
23 January 1966 
24 January 1966 
25 January 1966 
26 January 1966 
2? January 1966 
28 January 1966 
29 January 1966 
30 January 1966 
31 January 1966 

8 sorties 
71 scrtios 
40 sortioa 
14 sorties 

TOT 
THT 
14 sorties 
24 sorties 
17 sorties 

9 sortios 
4 sorties 
7 sortic-s 
9 Sorties 
6 sortios 

288 (Total &£ sortios flovn durir,; 
OporaUon   UCISKJiJ) 

Unless the .kir Forcu places the FAC vohiclo and radios close to thd 
3d Brigade ..viatlon Section (Fwd), ^io has a direct lino tc the artillery', it 
is difficult for the sorties to knew when it is safe to ecus into an area, 
« uoans ahfjuld be found whereby the F«C can tali: directly with supporting 
aritllery units to-coordinate airstrikes and artillery fire, • 

8.   liJTiilLIGJlJCiJ; ',■ - 5.,-:. 

a. lüstinate ^f VC rtren^th;    Lifonxition received prior to the Ini- 
tiation uf the operation inaicated that an eetiii-ted 2,500 VC were in the 
operational.area.    The VC order of battle appeared to be the 2d En 165« iicgi- 
uent, K17, 'Kl8, 0303/ C3Ö6, C506 and L67' Fattaliv-ns, and the C32 Heavy "i/eapons 
Coupany. 

b. Source of Intelli^enco Ueeeived Prior tc the Operr.tion;    The 
prinary source of pre-operaticn intelligence was Headquarters lot Efantiy Divi- 
sion.   The 5th Special Forces Group (airborne) end the G2 advisors of III Corps 
and 5th «iiVtf Division dlso responded to our request for intolligenco lafciuatlca. 
Photo covei'age received through Ist Infantry Division froi 2d «ir Di^dsion wa« 
outstanding.   The photos were received on a tiuely basis and were accor^pani^Ct 
by detailed Inagery (Interpretation reports. 

o,-   Situation anticipated in Cb.lectivo ^rea prior tc ■0pjrat?.on; 
The Brigade Coiüionder considered several enei.y courses of action.    He believed 
that the VC would adapt a course of action to use zaines and booby traps axttlW 
sively to delay and dishearten the Brigade uaneuver elenents in their attack, 
to harass with auall anjs and aortar fire, and to> enploy su^ll probing p^trois. 
It was considered likely also that the VC would elect to defend any critical 
base coups or installations in the area, and reports indicated these were 
present;.   The.Brigade. CoUijander decided that the VC would nut choose to engage 
uajor units due tc the size US force being euplcyed. ' 

"3   ' 
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«VID-kJD-C 3 iiroh 1966 
UJüJiiCT»    Curibat Operation «ftor «ction Kopofb (lilCV/ilCS/J3/32) 

d. Situation aiciuntbrud During the Opuratlcn;    The VC did not pre- 
sent a lucrative target at any ist».    Ä fantastic coi..plex of tunnels was located 
and destroyed without Liajor cpposiiicn«    It dLs obvious that cthör tiamels, not 
located by the 3d Brigade, also exist.    Harrassnont was continuous throughout 
the operation but the harrassing eleuents continuously avoided brigade eleaents, 
VC strength is «stiLiated to hav« be«n nu uore than local guerrillas and a few 
hardr-core cadreueu.    On« hundred forty eight service records of the 1008 C-npai^r 
wore captured but there is no evidence that the unit was enc^untoXMd in the* 
operation,    Oas VC captured by the 1st Dattalion 28th Infcntiy was id«ntificd RS 
a ueuber of the CIO Coupany. 

e. Terrain Features, Obstaclos end "..'eather;    The terrain in this area 
is open with littlu ground vegetation txcopt in the FUKQL Kubbor Plantation 
vhich affords some c Jicealxjsnt fron air observation,    areas shewn on the tap as 
jungle are sparsely woodod areas.    The weathor was hot and huuid v/ith nc rc~. 
during the operation.    The taj^r natural obstacle is the S„JGüiJ ItlViil ruaniag in 
a northwest to southeast direction,    iloadability was p^or as a result of r^d 
cuts and other previous VC destructive activity,    Ued haze euissiens locations 
changed frou the southwest to thd northeast side of the SnlGC»* iW&,    It is be- 
lieved that tunnel systeus possibly pass under the river since censxant surveil- 
lance of the river did not detect river crossings on the surface, 

f. Psychological Jarfara;    u total of 170,000 leafltts were air 
dropped.during the operation, tho-ues wore,:    (1) Defeat by Poworful Alllo-d and 
iuiVJ,  (2) GViJ-US. i.ir Power,  (3)    «re those y-ur Friends or iJneuies,  (4)  i/e are 
Friends of the Feaplo, Victor for the GVIJ is Inevitable, and (5) Don't Shoot 
at Dustoff Chopper's, 

On 26 January 1966 a ralller tym^d hlj.iself into the Brigade ard 
he willingly taped a Message to other VC in the CU Ciil area to give themselves 
up and not to bo afraid of the ;j.;ericans.    This was all accomplished in a period 
of 3 hours frou the tiiie he turned hiusolf iiij.    The equipi.-.ent to broadcast the 
tape (U1H/5) at Brigade lavel did not iVinctiofi due to an electrical short,    .&. 
aircraft was requested frou Division G5 (C-47^ typo) and a idssion approved and 
»chedulad for that evening,    .ftien the aircraft arrived on station only two of 
its six speakers worked, thus the broadcast was considered ineffective.    There- 
fore, due to the poor broadcasting equipment used in support of the Psy/u'ar 
prograu, the trenondous effect that could have been obtained was lo^t due to 
the tin» factor which elapsed before the equip-wnt could be returned and repaired. 
Only by taking tixwly advantage of sure opportunities will our Psy/.Jar prograu 
be of real help and value In defeating the Viet Cong, 

i 

9,   kISoIOilt   Fron Ist Infantiy Division Frag Order 28-65 (OMäH UGHT T^C) s 

3. iBUCUTICW ■ 

a.    Concept of OperationJ  -Ist Inf Div conducts operations in the 
CU CHI area during the period 10 Jon thru 10 Feb 66 with one Drigade supported 
by air and artillury.    Brigade will i..ove to assigned T..0K by air and ground. 
AAVU Forces will conduct operations in on adjacent T^Oli to block VC forces at- 
teupting to withdraw. 

CPNflpJE^TlJil 
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ATZMB-0 ,        ,    3 I^rch 1966 
SUBJECT!    Coubat Operations »ftor »cticn iteport (ii..CV/(iCS/J3/32} 

e.   3rd Brigade: 

(1) On« Dattalicn fraa 1st Bde attached during tho period 
of thia opbrctlui. 

(2) Conduct cpurt-tions In T*ftt «UC-i. 

(3) Dostr^-y VC forces end base oaups in taCB «JJCti, 

(4) Prctöct uevau-nt of 2nd Brigade, 25th Inf Div to base 
oanp vie CU CHI, 

.   (5)    iledopjoy.to LJ KlLi on order, 

(6)    Initial FCL betwätin 3rd Brigade and tJStA Ft. roes is 
boundary between Ti.OIl'a h^lTi and «JblCii* 

10,    COiiCia'T OT; OP^.TIÜi'a;    Froiu 3«1 Brigade OPOilB 1-66 (Operation aUCI^l^i): 

3« iSLKWUMJ 

. a.    Concept of Oporati-.n! "^d Bde Task Force cenducts Operation 
BUCKSKÜI by iauving to' the'vie of TitifilO L,>P (XT5921) by Lttcr utroh and helicon. 
ter and initiates S&D oporations within tnQt «JJCi usir^ three Infant^ bat- 
talions and a Cavaliy'T^oop as uanuuvor force,'   Fire support will be provided by 
DS artllldry battalion frou vie TilUiö 1«?, by GS (lieinf) artilleiy units frcn vie 
LiJ iCHS and PHU LOI, and by US.J" tactical fighter units,   PK-Siii I will consist 
of tho uoveuent of forces fro; bas« caiipa to tho objective area on 8 ard 9 J^n 66, 
2/28 Inf, 2/33 urty (-), „ Trp 1/, C^v, C Co 1st .ingr and Bde T.^C CP will cvnduct 
a nctor rjoroh to a staging aroa vie DI A\ on 8 January and frau DI ii\ to vie 
CUSTiii.(TiiUwG LiP)  on 9 Janu.'oy,    1/16 Inf and 1/28 Inf will land by helicopter 
at the TitUiJG LJ1 airfield on 9 January,   WtSiL II will consist of tha cendact 
of coubat operations in the southeast, portion of TaOU J.IKMJ ecuüencing en 
10 January 1966,    PH..b3 III will be the conduct of operations in the northwest 
portion of TfiCU dJJCj;.    PHuS-i IV will cunälst of the securing of the base MEtp 
site eelacted by 2d Bde,' 25th Inf Div and securing of the route for ttCfflBUSt of 
3d Bde Task Force «lonents to base canps vie L>J KH2 and PH0ÜC VlilH, 

b., 2/2 Inf: 

SI)    Socurtj Bde base caiip puriiioter vie L,.I ivHli, 
2)    Conduct security opurations vie LJ KüJ to a distance of 

4 ku frua Bde base pürLuter. 
.(3)    Be prupared for oouaitcent during PH..S-i III cr PH^bJ IV, 
14)   Sucurw Kxvy 13 frou L.I KHJ to Bü.' C.J on 8 Jan 66, 
(5),. «max F (Security Plan - LiJ Kttj), 

c.   1/16 Inf: ':•'■• 

(1)   iiuve by hblicopter on 9 Jan to OJSEil (TKUIJO IM.P airfield). 

. CtNF/VftinRL 
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.iVItu./D-C 3 l^rch 1966 
üUBJiiCT:    Collet Optir:.ti<.ns ^fter i^ctien üeport (lu.CV/xiCS/j^a) 

f2)    Sitob 
(3)    Prepa 

bllsh assei.bly c.rea vie Füi&rTH, 
re pare tc initiate S&D cpeK-tions In z^n« en crdor. 

d. 1/28 Inf 1 

(1)    liovo by helicopter 9 Jan 66 to CUbT^ii (Tdliiü LJ3 airstrip). 
12)    Establish assaibJy area vie FUifcTQi, 
(3)    Prepard to initiate SuO operc-tiens in zene vn order, 

e, 2/28 Inf: 

(1) Conduct laotor tiarch to vie DI iui on 8 Jan 66 and occupy 
assenbly area.   • 

(2) Conduct notor mrch to CUbfiSU (TiiUilG L.F) on 9 Jan 66 and 
secure TittWG L.P «irfield foi« helicopter landings of l/28 Inf and 1/16 Inf, 

iti   H Troop 1/4 Cav: 

(1) Conduct uotor j.t.rch to vie DI 4ui on 8 Jan 66 and occupy- 
as saibly area, 

(2) Be prepared to receive organic tank sections in assei^b^y 
area at DI aH on 8 Jan 66, 

(3) Conduct nobor uareh to THUiJG Li* on 9 Jan 66 and secure ClLT^ic 
(4) Bo prepared to cenduct screening operations on order, 

g.   2/33 nrty: 

(1) Iß 
(2) Cor -nduct raotor riarch with Bn (-).to vie DI M on 8 Jan 66 

and occupy assembly area, 
(3)    Conduct ixtor u'irch to TACUIC Ld^ on 9 Jan 66 and establish 

firing positions at CUöfxüi. 

h,.   C Co Ist Jlngr Bn: 

® Conduct ixtor rx.rch to C&iTiii on 9 Jan 66, 
Prepare to conduct Jiigineer operations on order. 

i,    Bde Trains: 

RtUftia in present location» 
assist in security of Bde periueter, 

' j.    Coordinating Ihstructions: 

(1) itiver assault group {tuiVii) may conduct operations on the 
S«IGOiJ itlViii between AT6132 and }:T7121, 

(2) Tank Sections, « Trcop l/U Cav, will Join it Troop in assei.ibly 
area at DI *1J, 

■ 

'■■:■» 
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nVIi>-./B-C 3 harch 1966 
SUBJjXn1:    CcLibat Opdrcti^ns ^fter «cticn Uepcrt (iüiCV/HCS/J3/32) 

(3)    .Aien VC contact is uade tUl. efforts ;/ill bö Lcde tc fix and 
destroy thö enehiy force, 

- -     (4)    Initial FCL between 3d Bdo end -jiW units is bcundaiy between 
TACH'S aUCI2 ana BLSTTif. 

(5) Battaliais vdll leave a raini;.iuu cf cne 81i^n ijcrtar per C^LV- 
pany and two 4.2" racrtars per battalion f<-r LJ Küi security, 

(6) Battalions conducting airacbile operatioas will subriit 
nux.±»er of personnel to be lifted iJLT 051200 January 1966, 

(7) Battalions will subnit list of vehicles and personnel "be ac- 
corapany uotor coluLin IILT 051200 Jrnuary 1966, 

(8) Battalions less 1/28 Inf Bn will subuit stay behind fcxhele 
strength NLT 051200 January 1966, . ... 

(9) CO 2/2 Inf will iUrnish one rifle caupany each to l/l6 Inf 
and 2/28 Inf areas for perii.jeier defense at LJ KHiJ, 

(10)    Personnel will cariy protective tssks, 

11,    iK^CUTIOiJ; ''    • '" '   . 

The Brigade was scheduled to initiate Operation BUCKSOJ on 8 January 
1966 in the area around TitUiiG I^P and to ticVe froia there to CU CHI tc protect 
the 2d Brigade 25th Infantry Division as they Lioved into the area,  " Before 

.  Operation•BtfCKbiiliJ'could b*e executed Operation Crtij? was ordered and coixienced 
,   en 7-Januaryi 1966 andwas not teruini-ted until 12 January 1966,    Operation 

BUCKSKIil was .delayed as-a'-rdsult, .    r     . ..   • 

- .   -On 12 January'1966, 2/2 Infantry ccntihued.its Liissicn of providing 
security for-the 3d Brigade base caiip area vie LJ KHJj, • The battalion continued 
this uLssion-until 21 January 1966 at. vhich tiuo'it replc.cod the 2/28 Inf at 
position CUSTiiti,    l/l6 Infantry conducted platoon size S&D patrols comencing 
at 120645 January 1966, ^ The patrols destroyed a base cai.ip and tunnels capturing 
several docuuoits vie Af642222,    The patrols had 1 Kin by sniper fire vie XT685- 

., 216,    1/28 Infantry destroyed a base caiap.and captured 148 service records be- 
. longing to 0308 VC CoLipany vie ::T640225,    The battalion found an extensive.tun- 

nel network   wore than a löile and a half l>-ng,    ii/uiy eneLiy weapons, doejr.ients 
and 75 tons of rice were discovered throughout the day .in several tunnel systems, 
2/28 Infantry conducted S^D in zone commencing at 120645 January 1966 and at 
Ö7K) hrs suffered 3 '.31»i frou a pine vie AT621216,    Ccupnay C.destroyed 500 lbs 
of rice.vie XT634204,    <tt 0930 hrsLt Col George's jester, Jr, the battalion 
comraandor, was nortally wounded by sniper, fire (XT626215) and was evacuated by 
Dustoff,    Ho diäd 2 days later,    Lt. Col Kyle i; Bowie, the Brigade X0,  assuraed 

. coonand of the 2/28 Infahtiy,    Conpany 3 sustained 2 JIh fron autorxitie weapons 
located in 2 concrete and steel bunkers (XT632185),    iJi airstrike and riot con- 
trol agent (CS) were used on the bunkers and the VC iled.intc a tunnel system, 
CoLipany B sustained 4 'i/In during the remainder of the day from nines at XT628- 
ll9 and XT620220,   The Air Force F^C was slightly wounded when a bullet' broke the 
windshield of his 01 aircraft cutting him on the neck with glass,    n Troop 1/4 
Cayfilty supported the operation though out. the day and coiled for the night with 
1/16 Infantry,    This first day ended with no major VC contact and was a forcast 
for tHe entire operation, 

-    t .*»•••*■■ ., .., _;    • - • .;.-      .    • .     •   • •• 
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»VIÜ-.ß-C 3 iiJiroh 1966 
SUDJiiCT:   Caibct OperatrLi» «itcr nctlai .luport (}^CV/*iCS/J3ß2) 

Oa 13 January 1966 the 1/16 Infentry c«.nduct«,'d bicD cper^tiv.na thn-ugh- 
cut tho day,   Coiapcny B aostr^yed 1 ton ct ric« vie ::T6Ö7215 es iwll as a VC 
aiubush aito consistiiig of tumuls, trönchoa and autojxtic weapons pesition ct 
XT689226.   Thö laidtail of the battalion was escorted by Trp n 1/4 Cav (-) and 
joined the ground elenents at 1620 hrs.   l/28 Infantry fcund a tun-iul coupltjx 
vie XT643226 at 0805 hrs vhich appeared frcn thj uaterlals found to be a mne 
and bocby trap factory*   Tho conplex also containsd 3 l& ci-rbincs along with 
tany uapa and ovorlcya of the area.    The battalion suffered 2 KLi fro:;, sniper 
fire at XT642222 and HT6M229.   At 1650 hrs the battalion again came across a 
rice cache, capturing 200 one-hundred kilo bags and destroying one ton of loose 
rice vie XT6U2U.   2/28 Infantry started Sid) operations at 0710 January 1966 
and at 0808 hrs Company « found a VC training area vie XT625221,   './ithin the 
hour Coupany « also discovered an extensive two level tunnel systea (XT627221) 
finding ten tons of rice along with uany wapens, clothing, docui-ents and othar 
oatorial.    Two Lien fron Coupcny B v;ere wounded fron sniper fire at XT62819^ 
At 16Q3 hrs the battalion discovered 7 fresh graves vie XT648198,    The bat- , ion 
suffered 4 oor»/ il/i froia Liinua duriiig the rei^ainder of the day.    ,.t 1730 hrs a 
pit of C Company 1st iiigineor Bn engaged an estii-atod VC platoon and a relief 
force consisting of the IJ? platoon attached to the Brigade was abla to place 
effective fire on the VC causing tho;.; to bro-ak contact.    The Jiiginecrs suffered 
1 KI« and 5 i/I" to include the c^uftny cc^tandor as a result of this action with 
VC casualtiea unknov,n. 

On 14 January 1966 two idlitaiy policeiaen were wounded by a VC snipsr 
at the north checkpoint of the Brigade perimeter at L.I ivHJ.    1/16 Lnfantry con- 
ducted Ü&D during the day discovering tunnel works (ÄT674210), 1500 lbs of riw, 
and 21 houses vie XT699212,    1/28 Infantiy continued to sweep In zone discovering 
trenchworka and tunnel ^ystcr.s.   One-half ton of rice was destroyed (XT649201) 
and a nuuber of tiedioal supplies were' discovured at Xr645214 2nd evacuated. 
2/28 Infantry engaged a VC platoon at ;:T634204 resulting in 2 US Kl. and 4 US 
•(Li,    Troop « 1/4 Cav assisted in pushing the VC into the woods and the VC body 
count caiiie to 16 whenth« engagement was finished. 

On 15 January 1966 the 1/16 Infantry continued its bLD tdssi^n with 
2 US ulli» reported at XT65221B,   Suall tunnel and trench systens were discovered 
and no further VC contact waa uade duri-.g tho day.   1/28 Infantry suffered 9 
.ILi   and 2 KLi during the day.   One w'Li fro;.: a uine vie XT645177j 2 fKu a sni- 
per at XT647175 and XT625177, I'i/L. at XT634178, 5 iß*» end 2 hi* at XT629170. 
Can dead VC was found at XT633178,   2/28 Infantiy uncovered 2000 rounds of esoll 
orma juaainition at XT634205 and a base oaap'at XT631195.    Tho battalion suffered 
7 ULi In tho vicinity of XT634190.   Tho battalion killbd another VC at XT640213. 

On 16 January the 1/16 Infantiy conducted S&D in zone to the stuthem 
edge cf T«0k „JJCii; linking up with the 5th »iiVJ Division at 1135 hrs.    The bat- 
talion 'suffered I'.Hn. frou sniper fire at XT646I78,   l/28 Infantiy linked up 
with the 5th iuWII Div at 1320 hrs.    The l/28 Infantry and l/l£ Infantiy coiled 
for the night at XT666194.   2/28 Infantiy' waa attacked by an estimated VC pla- 
toon aupported by twenty 81m ucrtar rounds .at 0440 hra resulting in 12 US i/L», 
10 fron the 2/28 Infantiy and 2 frou Trp; a 1/4 Cav. At 1110 hrs a nine explosion 
at Xaj597188 caused 4 US MSkji 2 fron 2/28 Inf and 2 frcn Tr? « 1/4 Cav,   at U45 
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hcurs tho battalion böcai.w engaged in z. fire fight with on estLiated 2 
eoupanius of VC.    Thu ensuing battle lasted fur one and UM half hours resulting 
in 10 VC KLi (bed/ ciunt) and 2 VOC.'     .   The battalion suffered 10 JLi, six of 
which returned to duty. 

On I? January 1966 at 0200 hours the 1/16 Infantry pcri^ter was at- 
tacked with grenades and uortars resulting in 4 &> .JLt.   The battalion spezä: 
the day in core and cleaning with no Airthor ccntact with the VC,    l/28 Inf had 
negative ccntact throughout thu day.    2/28 Inf also had negative contact and ►.    . 
spent the day in care and cleaning.    Truop ,1 1/4 Cav cleared and secureö the 
route into OftTiSit for the battalion landtails and in thä process captured 1 
wounded VC and also accounted for 1 VC KL> (body count) during the day.    Troop 
M suffered one US ..Xi, 

On 18 January 1966 1/16 Inf conducted StD in zone suffuring 2 ;.1». 
at XT663189 and XT635150, both ftpcia «tall an^s fire.    The battalion ocptu 
1 VC during the day.    l/2^ Inf conducted ,3o£i)> wounding 1 VC who avoided th 
pursuing fwrce.(   2/28 Inf ctntiucted plaicoh size patrols and secured tb«t read 
for a resupply convoy. ' The battalion had no contact with VC during the day. 

On 19 January 1966, 1/16 Inf cjffored 9 •&• ('4 retumod tc duty} and 
1 liLt when a VC cortar round hit and dustrcyed a 106 reccilo>35 rifle, while 
assisting the l/28. Inf as the latter assaulted VC posit ions. " 1/23 Inf engaged 
a reinforced VC company'c4-1030 hrs and was assisted by 1/16 Inf and Trp i» 
1/4 Cav,   The VC positioas were hit'by 6 sorties of tacaioal fighters and   . 
artillöry fire.    The positions were overran but only'l VC KI« wu found as the. 
eneuy broke ccntact and fled.    The battalion suffered 8 win during the d«y and 
Troop n 1/4 Cav had 1 ,UIM and 1 Klh,   2/28 Inf conducted jatyoli during th^ day 
and uaöe light' contact with the VC.' One VC sniper was wounded and captured but 
died before he could b.u interrogated. 

On 2D January 1966, lA^-Inf'"oved to dofo^i^t-ipesitior^ ötJ;T6C2195. 
1/28 Inf noved to the vie of Position CUSlUt (THUiiG Li? «iJ-Oü WJP) .    During 
the Hove the battalion suffured 2 i/L'v fron ainosat XT5S5i98 and XT5S6199, 
2/28 Inf also closed into CL'ü.T&i and prepared .to return to I«! WZ on 21 Jan 66. 

On 21 Januar/ 1966, 2/2 Infcntry replaced 2/2S lafaatjy at Cl57i2 
(TilUiJG L.P^.and the 2/28 Inf assutied tho i.ission of LJ LHJ Mourity,    The ex- 
change was effected by airlift and uytor uarch, and the airlift was supported 
by the 11th aviation Battalion,    The 1/28 Inf captured 1 VC '.dth weapon.    He 
was frcn the CIO Company.   The battalion secured the extraction and landing 
zone for the 2/2 Inf and 2/28 Inf,    Troop n %JU Cav,secured the road for the 
landtoil of 2/2 and 2/28 Infantry,    The exchange was coupletod withoui incident, 

' „On 22vJenuaiy 1966, 2/2 Inf, 1/L6 Inf, 1/23 Inf occupied defensive 
poaitiohä at THUwO i.J?;a3 T^T holidays continued,    2/28 Inf.'secured L-J KHJ    . 
for the reciainder of the operation« 
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Ch ?3 Jcnucry 1966, 2/2 displaced to XT590228 with negative VC 
cuntact,    1/16 Inf o-ntinued to occupy positions vie ISUuS L^J1,    The bat- 
talions c-nducted loc-1 security am survöillanca of the area during TJT 
until 231730 Jan 66 vhen 1/28 was engaged by approxiuately 25 to 50 VC vie 
XT611239 and suffered 2 UL..    The VC fled after o 15 uinute fire fight. 

Ch 24 Januaiy 1966, 2/2 Infantry departed'■TitUiiG LJ3 at 0920 hrs and 
dosed into CU CHI area at 1620 hrs.   1/16 Inf do parted TüUiJG LnP at 0345 hrs 
and arrived at CU CHI at; 1430 hrs suffering 1 ifiU vie XT560190.   1/28 Inf 
displaced to CU Oil starting at 0805 hrs and arriving at 1200 hrs,    Th« 
battalion engaged an estiuated VC platoon at 1345 hrs and suffered 1 i.Iu, with 
VC casualties unknown.   Troop « 1/4 Cav secured Hvy 1 frcu T.-UUG ImS to CU Cnl . 
for this displaceuent. 

Ch 25 January 1966, tha 2/2 Inf suffered 3 */X. fror. inco;jing cor    -s, 
2 (flU fron snipers and 1 \U.,x frvxi punji sticks and accounted for 1 VC KL. U-. 
vie XT644167.    l/l6 Inf continued to secure a portion of the Brigade pcrir.otur 
vie CÜ CHI by conducting patrols to their front but had no contact with VC. 
The 49th iJiViJ liegiuent porforuod sous engineer wori: with 9 bulldozers In the 
village at XT6?15 under the security provided by the 1/16 Infantry.    1/23 Inf 
had light contact with VC during the day with no casualties and with VC casual- 
ties unknown. 

On 26 January 1966, the 2/2 Znf discovered a series of tunnels ana 
trenches while securing the periueter f.r eloncts of the 2d Brigade 25th Infan- 
try Division vhich arrived with its first increaent.    The battalion suxfered 
4 i/In and 1 KL. during the day,    1/16 |nj? accounted for 4 VC KLi (BC) during 
the day with no US casualties;    The VC were killed by rxrtar fire and snail 
arua fire,    1/28 Inf wounded and capturöd a VC vie XT626144,    Trow? » 1/4 Cav 
conducted a road Lcrch and was roluasud to the operational Control of thj lat 
Sqdn 4th Cav at 1400 hrs at idiich tii.» the unit closed into PHU L0I. 

On 27 Januaiy 1966, the 2/2 Infantry discovered a number of tunnels 
and trenohwork   resulting in 2 VC KLt (EC) in one of the tunnels r_o XT635157« 
;.ll tunnel syste:.is wore destroyed and seeded with riet corxr^l ago-r.-s,   1/16 Inf 
destr.yed several houses and a haystack at XT$55172 resulting in a seendar;.' 
explosion.    The battalior had very light contact during the day.    The 1/25 Inf 
engaged the VC several tiuos throughout the day resulting in 10 VC KL. (EC) 
an! an Mtinatwd 20 VC Äi,    Üä Casuelilea were 3 KL., 17 A».    2/28 Inf 
securing Lil Y<Jä£ had z. plate on size patrol engage an unknown number of VC at 
XT798373 resulting in 1 Ub KL> and 3 US l/Lt with VC losses unknown.   The 
second increuent of tie 2d Brigade 25th;Inf Div arrived in the CU- CKI area idth 
security provided by Jd Brigade, 

On 28 January 1966, 2/2 Inf ^ad sporadic contact with the VC re- 
sulting in 1 üb KLi and 3 US UL» and no confirmed VC killed or ivoundcd.   liany 
tunnels and trench systeus wor.o destroyed,    1/16 i'nf killed 1 VC (DC) during 
the night 'and capture1.'hia weapon and aununltion,.' l/'2Ö'Inf aoeounted for 1 VC 
(DC) Vic XT625159 a:,    continued patroling1.throughout the day. 
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On 29 January 1966, th« I/27 und 2/2? Infantries of tha 2d Brigade 
25th lafantry Diviaicn cat» und«r the oporational contrcl of th<a 3d Brigade and 
th« 1/28 Inf was extractod by air frua CU CHI to PHOJC Vli.'H.    K» l/28 Inf had 
2 Kla during the early worniue hcura whilu en patrol.   2/2 Inf sufforcd 3 KL» 
and 5 iJI« during the day and accounted for 2 VC KL. (DC) and 2 VC KL» (u3t). 
1/L6 Inf had no VC cuitact during the day but diacovured several booby traps 
and fighting holes In thoir area of operations around ::T656165 and XT660155. 
The 1/27 Inf suffered 3 LB ./L» during the day.   The 2/2? Inf acocunt'ed for 2 
VC KL» (BC) and 2 bl riilea,   i»noth«r olsuttit of the 2d Brigade 25th Infantiy 

OLvlsion arrived closing into CU CHI without incident. 

On 30 January 1966, at OSOO hra) coxand and control of the CJ CKI 
area was passed to the Cojjuanding Officer, 2d Brigade 25th Ihfeatxy Bivi-dv.;-. 
along with operational control of the 2/2 Inf and 1/16 Inf,    'iho 2/2 Ir_ t    -.rt- 
ed the CU CKI area by helicopter at 1330 hrs closing into LJ tXS& at 15C0 
1A6 Inf continued to secure part of the periuetur vie CU CHI suffering 2 ,. 
during the day.   The 1/2? Inf rjceived 2 US JL% during' the day.    2/2? con- 
tinued to defend part of th« CU Q.I perlxtoter receiving scne uortr.r rounds 
into the area resulting in 2 KL, and 1 ./Li»' 2/28 Inf securing L.I KHJ recoiv- 
ed nortar rounds during the nißjit resulting in 1 US ./L»; 

On 31. Janur.ry 1966 the 3i Brigade teruinatod Operaticn BöCi2KJlI with 
the- dosing of all Brigade eleuMjts into L.J <iHj; at 1340 hrs thus ending a 20 
day operation. 

...L2.--;ü3ULTS:                        "> 

a.    Cup^ured 5quip.!ent; 
■••■*'"*' 

..■'!..;  ..■..:.,■ Quantity . c   •   ••.-.•.ii  - It>su .  ■. '■   .,■ 1  )..;.•: 
"-.' ■ •  '■••   • •   -••• • ■•■' ■ 

';,   ,.1.   li..-   ..      '      1.     .     •         .-ai;,-;   >, .:; ,.   Officers Sword.    .: -   I 
... i   ..L.    ::.-... 2:,:     J.;..     -;,    •...,   , •.   HI US rifles. 

:/V.-.:u -.-v. ...  6: t. :-   ,r ..-.- ..    • Unidentified rifles 
' : :.v:.. ..50,   •■. t. ..'.•    :•.•■ Grenades    ; 
... V'i? -■■' ■■ 1 •    • .=  •.-    -    --•■• ,-.   French subriiachinegun. 
/■j , ...    .5^twm   1 :•,.;.■.     .-.-.i .'• face    •..    .  ■..   ::■..   «• 

iivti,' '.     ■'■  ;     1   .■,-.;•     J    ',*.. ...Gaixian.i^user.-.. 
'~.20002rclfl Si. axiunition 
•.        ..A200   r.-.iv .    ■  ,   .t    • •>, Docunents ,,.   ..    .•..,.- 

..•:.: „T... ;■:■,...■■,   1   ■ ..    :   ...'   v    , ■.• 'VC claytioräi;  .-.. 
; j., .•  ...<-.ÄinaeroU«    .. '.  ',,.;:.,   .    :. • ,   Itoi.is. .tif clothing; .;. 
J-.'-i    :■-     :«■  b,   h..'     .. ;•-.: .■■Crai.era3  '..•;- 
./..v ■:,:/ e i.r:!!^.. ■.     •.;? v    ,   '.-t , -..VC service records 

Vii *,•.»:•..    ...  rV;.. l.vv :  :• ■•..• . 9    ;                         ,       ,          .     . 
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...r       , '.•. . ^ ...■•..■..,:..., * ..; ;■ . »"*   -   .■ t-.       , >».M    *..    .' . '',■■•* 

1      ■            ■•■"          T         '•                  ..             ■-'■''*,■■),                     .        '■    * .'.. .n ■  ifi ';1 '. . 
H             . 
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BuLJ 

b. ' Äjuipuent Dustroyed: 

Quantity 

*122 tcna 
^    -1'" 

1 
35 ••■••■• 
10 

Kuoeroua   ■ 
1000 

1B3 
38 

c.    Friendly I-cg^ea; 
ua 

KIA *""   ULt 

Iter.- 

Kicö 
iicrtar night firing dovicu 
Chictii autojatic weapon 
KoUSöä 
lüitrunching twcla 
iiinua and bcoby traps 
5 gal water cans 
HoU3ö3 
Cycles 

Ba JBfi) 
vc 

STl 

12 Jan 66 1 11 (1 iO« IK-^; 
13 Jan 66 4 ""^ 
1A Jan 66 5 9 
15 Jan 66 •? 32 
16 jar« 06 1 34   (1 JCL (BAF) 
T^ Jan 66 0 5            . 
18 Jan 66 0 4 
19 Jan 66 2 20 
20 Jan 66 0 3 
21 Jan 66 0 5 
22 Jan 66 .-. 0-. ^      4 
23 Jan 66 0 • 6     . 
24 Jan 66 0 - •        2 
25 Jan 66 -0 .. ;      6 
26 Jan 66 "   1 • ■     4 
2? Jan 66 ,3 ■ ■■';   2? 
28 Jan 66 1 4 
29 Jan 66 3 5  " 
30 Jan 66 2 6 .   •    . 
31 Jan 66    0       2 

T0T«L 25 209 

0 
0 

20 
10 
10 

5 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
2 

10 
.0 
0 
0 

_0 
59 

0 
1 
0 
3 
0 
1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

2; 
3 
0 
0 

_0 
33" 

o 
o 
o 
0 

1 
0 
2 
C 
0 
2 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

13,    /JUigSTI'i.TIV^ ii.-TT.^ffi;   Tiw Brigade S4 pl'-nned and circulated arauni- 
tion and other clasöeö cf supply with the logistical base rtmaining at L.I äHb 
due to the short flight tii.ie tc the operation:! area,    ij-iraunition for thu cttaclt- 
ed battalion was requested and received with no probleus, 

Resupply to the battalion was on a day to day basis using HUlD's,    Clean 
clothes were prepared by the troops in advance and were flown to the operational 
area on request of the battalions.   This proved to be a factor in tainta ir-ing 
the high uoralo and porsonal hygiene of the individual soldier. 
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Cqnpany C Ist ISngineör Battalion oatablished water points at TiflWG Li* 
and later at CU CuI, thereby supplying the Brigade Task Fcraa with auple water 
during the operation.' 

14. W/A. 

15. Cai.LaIDJK'b ..H.XYSIS; 

Scua of the lessons learned during Operation BUCK^llL«' Mr*I 

a. iSach battalion should organize and train a tunnel tean to exploit 
the discovery of tunnel systecs. 

b. The airborne F„C should not orbit directly over a target arc:: as 
thla alerts the VC to the iapending air strike, 

c. The use of bulldozers and fxtat leaders ia conjunction with ric 
agents and explosives was proven to be an effeetive ueane of sealing off tunnals 
and destroying trenchwork . 

d. Forward CP'a should bo ixved frequently to avoid poääible ccrtar 
attacks or booby traps being set in ths area during darkness. 

0,   Training on detecting firing positiens and roactiag to sniper fira 
uust be increased f   . 

f. Trip-flares should be loeutod so as not tu give away friendly 
positions and thereby confuse the eneuy and deny hin lafosoaticn* 

g. Scout doss and handlers would be of great value in opwrttiona in- 
volving trenchwork   and tunnel systcus, 

C&fovttKQUS CCIüiaiTSl 

The 2d Brigade 25th Infantry Division ucvod into its base  eaup area 
and t^ok its initial positions at CU Chi without boing fired upon by who enecy. 
The search and destr'.y operations  conducted by the 3d Brigade v/ere aucoesaful 
in that ar^as never before visited by United States or Vietnanese forces..•.-.■are 
entered and the Viet Cong auatainod casualties or driven away.    (1cco:_pli3hir.g 
these directed uissiv-ns causea casualties in our own Brigade.    Kov.-eve^ thiü 
operation was a great success and   lattoro of couxndation have been reccivoi 
by the Brigade fron General Jestuoreland, CCtilbl^CV, and General Seaiian, 
Ccnuanding General Ist Infantry Division. 
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It id gmtiiying to rop^rt thct replacuuisnta, uany of vjhcuoxptsreinced 
cujbat for tho first tdj.« In this operation, havo beon receivc-d and trained by 
their units and integrated into the fi^itiiig teen without r.Äjcr couplic^ticns. 
This is evidence that ca.u.iandcrs at all levels in this task force are keenly 
aware of the iupcrtanoe of receiving the new replaconent   with tha necessary 
orientation and training to build confidence In hinself and in his unit. 

This great te-u conducted Opemtlon UUCK^l'vIil In an outstending i.ianner 
and in the unbeatable »plrlt of the Fighting BIG iÖü OB - iJo Liissicn toe dif- 
ficult ... No sacrifice too great , , . Duty First. 

.ULLLJi U BitOlSi^CK 
Colonel> Infantry 
CoLiuuidlng 

Copies furnished . "   ' 
Mf J2 
1'JJ»CT 
Coouonder 2d tlLX Dlv 
Co-Luonding General 1st Inf Dlv 
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